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Classic Cars and Classic Music 
Friday, May 31 at 6:00 p.m./Rain date: Saturday June 1 
Kick off the summertime a little bit early with a FREE night of live 
entertainment and fun for the whole family on the grounds at 
Wistariahurst. In collaboration with Holyoke Parks & Recreation, 
Wistariahurst Museum invites you to a Classic Cars & Music Concert on 
the lawn. Spend a festive evening outdoors with family, friends and 
neighbors. Your toes will start tapping to the live beats of timeless classics 
as you stroll the lawn with over forty antique autos that will be out for 

viewing. Flashback in time with classic music by The Dreamtones and The Memories bands. Enjoy 50¢ 
root beer floats, popcorn and snacks while taking in some great music on the beautiful Wistariahurst 
grounds. Please bring your own lawn chair or blanket as the program is outdoors and seating will not 
be provided. Rain date is Saturday, June 1 at 6:00 p.m. FREE and open to the public 
 

Join Us in Celebrating the Gift of  Wistariahurst 
Monday, June 17 at 6:00 p.m. 
The Skinner family owned Wistariahurst and the entire block of land in Holyoke from 
1874 until 1959. In June of 1959, Robert Stewart Kilborne, Elizabeth Kilborne Hudnut and 
William S. Kilborne gave Wistariahurst to the City of Holyoke to be used for cultural and 
educational purposes in honor of their mother, Katharine Skinner Kilborne, Mr. Skinner’s 
youngest daughter. 

In a letter to the public, Katharine stated “After a series of conferences it seemed evident 
that our home would be of true value to the City in its far sighted approach to future 
planning in cultural and educational fields. Therefore, my children and I take great 
pleasure and are willing to deed Wistariahurst to the City of Holyoke in memory of 
William and Sarah E. Skinner. It is our sincere hope, as Wistariahurst has served our 
family, it may now continue to serve our community.” 

Commenting upon the passing of Wistariahurst from the Skinner Family to the City of 
Holyoke, Katharine said, “I was the youngest of William Skinner’s children and I know 
that nothing would have pleased my father more than to know that the family home is to 
carry on as both a seat of culture and education and as a museum and a place of 
educational endeavor.”  

It is with this sentiment that a plaque will be hung by the main entrance to Wistariahurst honoring the 
Skinner Family who have made it possible for the estate to remain as a place of historical, cultural and 
educational significance in Holyoke’s community. As Katharine noted, “All the members of my family 
join me in wishing Wistariahurst well as it is transferred to the cultural service of Holyoke.”  

A reception will be held on Monday, June 17 at 6:00 p.m. FREE and open to the public. 

facebook.com/Wistariahurst 

Twitter  
@Wistariahurst 

Katharine Skinner Kilborne 
Photo courtesy of Wistariahurst 



Behind the Scenery: Sketches to Cityscapes  
Summer Gallery Exhibition 
Opening Reception: Friday, June 14 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Local artist Caleb Colon gives an intimate look at the artist’s process of 
selection, direction and creation. Colon’s latest show features displays of his 
works as paintings begin, progress, and finally accept completion. The 
paintings and sketches on view in the Wistariahurst Gallery portray Colon’s 
career in art, with the necessary amount of studying, researching, cataloguing, 
archiving and preliminary sketching that an artist enlists to complete a work. 
These items seldom leave the studio, but are the defining foundations of the 
artist’s passions, methods and reasoning of the final product, portraying an 
intimate introduction into the thought process behind his works. 

The pieces being shown in Sketches to Cityscapes are from local scenes in surrounding towns and sites along the 
Connecticut River. Studies, sketches and photos are also on view, showing the layers of work and the artist’s 
process to the final painting. Works on view through July 2013.  
Meet Caleb Colon at the Opening Reception for Sketches to Cityscapes on Friday, June 14 from 6 to 8 p.m.  
Admission to the gallery is $3 

Garden Happenings at Wistariahurst Museum 
Spring and summer are here and the wisteria vines and gardens will be in 
bloom in no time. We invite you to stroll the grounds at Wistariahurst which 
are open daily until dusk. The gardens continue to be restored, and garden 
guides are available upon request at the main house; there is no admission to 
view the property. Volunteer gardeners are welcome to join our gardening 
group who meet every Tuesday morning from  
9 a.m. to 12 noon. 

Wistariahurst Museum and the Western Massachusetts Master Gardeners 
have teamed up to offer a series of garden lectures and workshops that 

combine old favorites with some new and exciting endeavors! We hope you’ll join us one Saturday each month 
from May through October for these great and informative events. The lectures will help you figure out how to 
grow heirloom tomatoes, incorporate a water feature into your garden, and what herbs to plant for a nutritious 
addition to your meals. This year’s workshops are designed to let you get a hands-on experience and you’ll get 
to take home what you create! 

Talks and workshops are presented by the Wistariahurst Museum Gardeners and Western MA Master 
Gardeners. The cost of all talks benefits the garden restoration at Wistariahurst Museum. See the events calendar 
for more information and fees. 

Bodega 24, High Street by Caleb Colon 

Don’t forget the ANNUAL PLANT SALE 
May 18, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Find great plants for your garden at a low cost! 

Garden Talks and Workshops 
See the events calendar for more information and cost. 

May 11 at 11:00 a.m.  — Garden Talk: Heirloom Tomatoes 
 June 22 at 11:00 a.m.  — Garden Talk: Water Features 
 July 20 at 9:30 a.m.  — Garden Workshop: Birdbath Gardens 
August 24 at 9:30 a.m.  — Garden Workshop: Hypertufa Planters 
September 14 at 9:30 a.m.  —  Garden Workshop: Terrariums 



Mother’s Day Concert Performance of  
the Wistaria Chamber Music Society 
along with a Tea-and-Viewing of  the 
Wistariahurst Gardens 
Sunday, May 12 at 3:00 p.m. 
The joyous music of Clara and Robert Schumann and Johannes Brahms 
are the subject of Wistaria Chamber Music Society’s spring concert. “This is 
our fifth visit to this intimately connected circle of composers, and their music always seems spun from one 
bright, beautiful cloth,” says Wistaria Chamber Music founder and artistic director David Perkins, “I might 
almost say there are no other composers for spring!” Highlights of the program include Robert Schumann’s Six 
Canonic Studies for piano, Brahms’ Liebeslieder waltzes, the three Romances of Clara Schumann for violin and 
piano, and, the climax of the program, Robert Schumann’s Piano Quintet in E-flat Major. Performers include: 
Monica Jakuc Leverett, Sarah Briggs, Kaila Graef, Delores Thayer, Volcy Pelletier, Gary Steigerwalt, Dana Muller, 
Diana Brewer, Eileen Ruby, Peter W. Shea, and David Perkins. 

The Mother’s Day concert at Wistariahurst will innclude with a tea reception and viewing of the restored Belle 
Skinner gardens (weather permitting). Wistariahurst Museum and Gardens exemplify an early 20th Century 
American estate. Through preservation and restoration efforts, the gardens have become a public showpiece, 
visibly inspiring and beautiful. The Museum’s goal is to restore important sections of the grounds to their 1928 
appearance and to rehabilitate other areas such as the rose gardens and tea garden. Dedicated volunteer 
gardeners are creating an inspiring urban green space by restoring the landscape to reflect the breathtaking 
gardens and grounds Belle Skinner worked so attentively to sculpt. Especially worth seeing is the wisteria! The 
property is named for the expansive wisteria vines that cover the mansion. These 100 year old vines bloom once 
a year for several weeks.  

Admission to the concert and reception is $20 for general admission with a special offer of a half price ticket of $10 for 
patrons who invite their mother for a delightful Mother’s Day afternoon treat! Reservations are recommended.  

 
Wistariahurst Gardens 
Offer a Unique Venue 
For the first time, Wistariahurst’s gardens 
will be open as a venue to host special 
events on the beautifully sculpted grounds. 
The grounds offer a beautiful outdoor 
location to host wedding ceremonies and 
vow renewals. Walk through the aisle made 
by our recently restored rose garden and arbors  
into a colorful and vibrant setting. 

For many decades, the Skinners maintained Wistariahurst as a 
fashionable Second Empire residence and garden estate. Mrs. Skinner, 
especially took great pleasure in her property. It is she who had the 
wisteria vine planted along the house and trained carefully during the 
1880s. The vine would eventually become the hallmark of the fine home 
and are widely acclaimed for their size and beauty. 

Wistariahurst is pleased to welcome couples to the restored showpiece 
gardens and looks forward to hosting many fine events among the 
blooms. For more information, visit our website under Wedding &  
Event Venue. 

Showpiece gardens 
Photo courtesy of Jeffrey Byrnes 

Photo courtesy of Breveglerei Photography 



WISTARIAHURST MUSEUM 
Upcoming Events Summer 2013 

Register online for these events at wistariahurst.com 
May Art Exhibition: REACH 
A collaboration between the cities of Easthampton and Holyoke continues in May, showcasing local and national artists working in a 
variety of non-traditional formats. The exhibition at Wistariahurst features artists Chris Nelson, Rosalyn Driscoll, Kim Faler, Alicia 
Renadette, Peter Waite, Nyugen Smith, Victor Signore, Burns Maxey, and Max Lord. Community members are invited to experience and 
participate in an array of contemporary art practices, exhibited in traditional and non-traditional spaces. On view through May 20. 
Admission $3 

April Gallery Exhibition Extended: Jerome Liebling: A Walk Through Holyoke – 1982 
Joining forces with the Holyoke Public Library, Wistariahurst is hosting a dynamic exhibit featuring choice photographs from the famed 
Jerome Liebling collection. The photographs are available for viewing to the public during open hours on Saturday, Sunday and Monday 
from 12:00 to 4:00 p.m. or by appointment. Suggested donation $3 

Monday, May 6 at 6:00 p.m. – Historical Lecture Series: Transportation – South Hadley Falls Canals and Inclined Plane System  
Prior to the rise of trains, boat travel was incredibly important in the Pioneer Valley. This lecture will discuss the evolution of the South 
Hadley Canal and its lock systems for lifting boats from its inception in 1795 to its disuse in 1862, This canal was a great asset to river travel 
on the Connecticut River. $5 suggested donation 

Saturday, May 11 at 11:00 a.m. —Garden Talk: Heirloom Tomatoes  
Everything you ever wanted to know about heirloom tomatoes! Learn about the different varieties and the secrets of growing them. This 
lecture is presented by Master Gardener Margaret Larson. Talks and workshops are presented by the Wistariahurst Museum Gardeners 
and Western MA Master Gardeners. The cost of all talks benefits the garden restoration at Wistariahurst Museum. $5 suggested donation 

Sunday, May 12 at 3:00 p.m. – Chamber Music of Schumann & Brahms, Tea and Garden Viewing 
The joyous music of Clara and Robert Schumann and Johannes Brahms are the subject of Wistaria Chamber Music Society’s spring concert - 
a perfect treat for a Mother’s Day outing. Admission to the concert is $20 general admission with a special offer of a half price ticket of $10 
for patrons who invite their mother for a delightful Mother’s Day afternoon treat! Reservations are recommended. 

Monday, May 13 at 6:00 p.m. – Historical Lecture Series: Transportation – Walking and Hiking in the Pioneer Valley  
Come and learn about all the exciting hiking and walking opportunities in the Pioneer Valley. Ellie Lobovits, Holyoke Education 
Coordinator for the Trustees of Reservations will give a talk about the great ways you can explore the valley on foot! Hiking trails, public 
parks, and guided walks will be covered. $5 suggested donation 

Thursday, May 16 at 6:00 p.m. – REACH: SOUND Installation Concert  
Local musician Matt Weston will open SOUND Installation with a set of percussion and electronic sounds. Arthur Brooks and Ensemble V 
will follow, playing music that is provocative, eliciting great joy or head scratching! This is music that comes from traditional jazz, but 
utilizes more contemporary schemes of formal music – post modern jazz. A light reception will follow the concert where guests can meet 
Arthur Brooks, Matt Weston and other members of Ensemble V. FREE, but donations are appreciated 

Saturday, May 18 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. – Wistariahurst Gardeners’ Annual Plant Sale 
Please join the Western Massachusetts Master Gardeners and the Wistariahurst Gardeners at their annual plant sale. The gardeners will be 
sharing the bounty of their gardens with the gardening public. All plants will be for sale at $1each & up. There will be house plants, 
annuals, perennials, shrubs and trees, various daylilies that will bloom all summer, and much, much more. We encourage you to bring 
your own wagons or carts to make carrying purchases more convenient. Master Gardeners will be on hand to conduct soil tests for $1 per 
sample and will be available to answer your gardening questions. FREE and open to the public 

Sunday, May 19 at 3:00 p.m. – New Valley Singers Spring Concert 
Join us for New Valley Singers’ annual spring concert. This local group, led by director Anita Anderson Cooper, has been performing in the 
Pioneer Valley for over 35 years. This May, the New Valley Singers will be singing a range of popular songs accompanied by pianist Mark 
Gionfriddo, from Mt. Holyoke College. Come enjoy the music amidst the beautiful blooming wisteria. Admission $7 

Monday, May 20 at 6:00 p.m. – Historical Lecture – The Creation of Quabbin Reservoir 
Come listen and learn how the Quabbin was built, see images of the towns destroyed in its construction and understand its significance as 
the last water supply reservoir built for the metro Boston area. $5 suggested donation 

Monday, May 27 – Museum Closed for Memorial Day 
Friday, May 31 at 6:00 p.m. – Classic Cars and Classic Music 
Kick off summer a little early when Holyoke Parks & Recreation and Wistariahurst present a FREE night of live entertainment and fun for 
the whole family. It makes no difference what kind of music you are into or what your age, when you see and hear The Memories and The 
Dreamtones, your toes will start tapping! Flashback in time with over 40 classic cars, 50 cent rootbeer floats, and great music, taking place 
on the beautiful Wistariahurst grounds. Please bring your own lawn chair or blanket. Rain date Saturday, June 1 at 6:00 p.m. FREE and open 
to the public 

Summer Gallery Exhibition – Behind the Scenery: Sketches to Cityscapes 
Local artist Caleb Colon gives an intimate look at the artist’s process of selection, direction and creation, featuring displays of the works as 
paintings begin, progress, and finally accept completion. Works shown in Sketches to Cityscapes are from local scenes and sites along the 
Connecticut River. Studies, sketches and photos are also on view, showing another layer of the process. Works on view through August. 
Admission to the gallery $3 



Saturday, June 1 from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. – Bike Tour Around the Mills and Canals 
Grab your bike and join us for the first of two bicycle tours around Holyoke. Learn about the historic buildings and canal landscapes as 
historian Craig Della Penna shares his knowledge of manufacturing in Holyoke. Tour route will begin and end at Holyoke Heritage State 
Park. Please come prepared with helmet and bicycle. Rain Date Sunday, June 2 from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Reservations are required. 
Individual Tour $15/Both Tours $24 

Sunday, June 2 from 2:00 p.m. o 4:00 p.m. – American Girl Tea 
Wistariahurst cordially invites all American Girl dolls, their young owners and a chaperone of their choice to high tea. Besides sipping tea, 
young ladies will have the chance to create dress up place cards, see a display on proper tea etiquette and practice writing thank you notes. 
Children, chaperones and dolls are expected to dress as ladies would, with hats and gloves encouraged, but not required. Reservations 
required. $15 per youth / $10 per chaperone.  

Saturday, June 8 from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. – Bike Tour Among the Mansions 
Come along and cycle around the highlands  amid the stately Victorian homes in the Fairfield Avenue Historic District. Learn about the 
families, architects and builders of these magnificent structures. This tour route will begin at and end at Kennedy Park. Please come 
prepared with helmet and bicycle. Rain date is Sunday, June 9, from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Reservations are required. Individual Tour $15/Both 
Tours $24 

Monday, June 10 at 6:00 p.m. – Historical Lecture – Shays' Rebellion: Reclaiming the Revolution. 
Focusing on the experiences of three prisoners of debt from Williamsburg, MA, just before the Rebellion, we will get a picture of the 
alarming situation in the 1780s and how it became an armed insurrection against the state in the cradle of the American Revolution. $5 
suggested donation 

Friday, June 14 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. – Opening Reception for Behind the Scenery: Sketches to Cityscapes 
Meet local artist Caleb Colon at the opening reception for his latest works in the gallery at Wistariahurst. Behind the Scenery: Sketches to 
Cityscapes shows an in-depth look at Colon’s works as he progresses from sketch to finished painting. Admission to gallery $3 

Monday, June 17 at 6:00 p.m. – Reception Celebrating the Gift of Wistariahurst to the City of Holyoke. 
Join Skinner and Kilborne family descendants celebrate the unveiling of a new plaque hung at the museum entrance recognizing their 
families’ gift of Wistariahurst to the City of Holyoke. 

Saturday, June 22 at 11:00 a.m. —Garden Talk: Water Features 
Learn how to add the soothing sound of running water to your garden. Jeff Paquette, owner of Picture Perfect Ponds and the man behind 
the gardens and water features at Amelia Park in Westfield, will tell you how you can integrate a water feature into your garden and will 
dispel some myths about water features! Talks and workshops are presented by the Wistariahurst Museum Gardeners and Western MA 
Master Gardeners. The cost of all talks benefits the garden restoration at Wistariahurst Museum. $5 suggested donation 

Monday, June 24 at 6 p.m. – Tour of the Historic Holyoke Canoe Club 
Started by sporting and boating enthusiasts, the Holyoke Canoe Club celebrates is 125th anniversary this year. Join us for a tour of the 
historic building and beautiful grounds and learn the history of this Holyoke landmark. Tour begins at the Holyoke Canoe Club on Old 
Ferry Road, Holyoke at 6 p.m. Suggested donation $5 

Wednesday, July 17 from 11:00 a.m. to 12 p.m. — Trash to Treasure: Paper Crafts: Hats, Boats and Pinwheels 
Create perfect paper crafts in the Paper City! Using a mix of old newspapers and new accents, kids will learn to make the favorite toys of 
ages gone by. What “trash” can you bring to turn in to a treasure? Old newspapers or magazines! All other supplies will be provided.  
Cost: $5 per youth 

Saturday, July 20 at 9:30 a.m. —Garden Workshop: Birdbath Gardens 
Come learn how to modify a birdbath to make an elevated and appropriate  environment for selected succulent plants. Each attendee will 
make a birdbath garden to take home. Presented by Master Gardener Shari Petrucci. Talks and workshops are presented by the 
Wistariahurst Museum Gardeners and Western MA Master Gardeners. The cost of all talks benefits the garden restoration at Wistariahurst 
Museum. $45 per person, includes cost of materials. Pre-registration is required by July 13. Maximum 20 participants, so register early! 

Wednesday, July 24 from 11:00 a.m. to 12 p.m. —Trash to Treasures: Kaleidoscopes for Kids 
See the world more colorfully than ever! Kids will construct their own kaleidoscope of materials found in everyone home. What “trash” can 
you bring to turn into this treasure? A Pringles can or paper towel tube! All other supplies will be provided. Cost: $5 per youth 

Wednesday, July 31 from 11:00 a.m. to 12 p.m. —Trash to Treasures: Bottle Cap Jewelry, Magnets and More 
Fashion a neat necklace, a spectacular keychain, or a marvelous magnet. What “trash” can you bring to turn into this treasure? Found 
objects, broken jewelry, buttons and more! All other supplies will be provided. Cost: $5 per youth 

Saturday, August 24 at 9:30 a.m. —Garden Workshop: Hypertufa Planters 
Prepare to get your hands dirty creating your own planting container, with peat moss, perlite and portland cement. We do the mixing, you 
get to create! This workshop is led by Master Gardener Deb Hamm. Each attendee will make one hypertufa pot to take home. Talks and 
workshops are presented by the Wistariahurst Museum Gardeners and Western MA Master Gardeners. The cost of all talks benefits the 
garden restoration at Wistariahurst Museum. $45 per person, includes cost of materials. Pre-registration is required by August 17. Maximum 20 
participants, so register early! 

Saturday, September 14 at 9:30 a.m. —Garden Workshop: Terrariums 
Learn how to make lovely miniature indoor gardens under glass. If you create these gardens in the early autumn, the plants will have 
matured in time for holiday gift-giving and you can share a bit of greenery with friends and family. Attendees will each make and take 
home a terrarium. Presented by Master Gardener Shari Petrucci. Talks and workshops are presented by the Wistariahurst Museum 
Gardeners and Western MA Master Gardeners. The cost of all talks benefits the garden restoration at Wistariahurst Museum. $45 per person, 
includes cost of materials.Pre-registration is required by September 7. Maximum 20 participants, so register early! 



Bicycle Tours of  Holyoke 
A Healthy Dose of  History! 
Saturday, June 1 from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Saturday, June 8 from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Grab your bike and join us for two historical bicycle tours around 
Holyoke. Tours will be led by historian Craig Della Penna who 
will share his knowledge of historical buildings, landmarks and 
fascinating travels along Holyoke’s streets. The first tour will take 
place on Saturday, June 1 and the focus will be around the Mills 
and Canals. Learn about the city’s industrial history and canal 
landscapes as Della Penna shares his insights into manufacturing 
in Holyoke. The tour route will begin and end at Holyoke 

Heritage State Park and will include stops on Race Street, North Canal Street, Bridge Street and Lyman Street. 

Return the following weekend for the Mansions Tour on June 8 as we cycle around the highlands and through 
the Fairfield Avenue Historic District with its grand Victorian houses. Learn about the families, architects and 
builders of these magnificent homes. This tour route will begin at Kennedy Park and take in Fairfield Avenue, 
Lexington Avenue, Madison Avenue and Riverside Terrace with the option of visiting Jones Park near the river. 

Each tour will begin with a review of basic bicycle safety. Please come prepared with your own helmets, water, 
bicycle and enthusiasm for history. Rain date for June 1 Mill Tour is June 2 and rain date for June 8 Mansion 
Tour is June 9 - both at 11a.m. Reservations are required. Individual Tour $15 / Both Tours $24. Refreshments will 
be provided. 

 

New Textile Collection includes Mens Garments  
and a Good Story to Boot 
Earlier this year, Rebecca Friedman and her father Putnam Flint of the Boston Flint & 
Chase Families (circa 1642 & 1636) contacted Wistariahurst Museum in order to donate a 

good sized collection of both ladies and men’s clothing dating back to the 1850s. 

This collection of over 50 items represents high styles from the 1850s to 1930s. The 
donors, recognizing the condition of the items and understanding the expense of 

conserving and restoring textiles, suggested that items in the collection that cannot be 
readily conserved and displayed will be organized as a teaching collection so that 
interested students and researchers could carefully handle these examples to see how 
they were made, what materials were used and to be used as costumes for museum 
programming. 

In addition to the textiles, the family was able to share some photographs of the 
clothing and some delightful stories. Mr. Flint shares, “My Uncle William Henry 
Chase, was an active member of the Harvard  Hasty Pudding club (Class of 1900). 
Uncle Billy would borrow his sister’s clothing, (my mother Helen Leverett Chase Flint) 
and dress up in flirtatious drag. This photograph (pictured at left) is one we have 
found of Billy in one of the pink skirts you now have.” 

In addition to beautiful silk garments that can be used to highlight the silk industry 
here in Holyoke, there are also several articles of men’s clothing like suspenders, 
morning jackets, tuxedos, and boot spats. 

The collection was inventoried, photographed and cataloged by Gloria Carver, and 
Yasmin Grosso, two Wistariahurst volunteers trained in textile handling and who 
have an interest in textiles and clothing manufacture. All the items in the Flint 
Collection have been housed and will undergo a complete evaluation with a 

textile historian in the near future. 

Contestants at the Bicycle Parade and Race held  
on Labor Day, September 7, 1936 by  

the Western MA, Cycle Association of Holyoke 

Attired for a  Hasty Pudding Club Event 



Artists REACH into Holyoke’s Past 
SOUND: Thursday, May 16 at 6:00 p.m. 
Wistariahurst Museum has experienced an incredible turnout 
for the REACH exhibition, showcasing local and national artists 
working in a variety of non-traditional formats. The array of 
contemporary art features installation, interactive sculpture, 
found media, performance and future media. The artists have 
introduced an element of exhilaration to the house reflecting the 
historical elements and story of the Skinner family. Interested 
viewers are encouraged to take one last opportunity to see the 
installations before they come down on May 20. In a recent 
review article by Pioneer magazine, visitors are urged to “see Peter 
Waite’s trendy sculptures that are really miniature worlds, or Chris 
Nelson’s visually beautiful and musically surreal “Playing with Tension.” On Thursday, May 16 at 6:00 p.m. join 
us for REACH: SOUND—an installation concert with Arthur Brooks and Ensemble V. FREE, donations accepted 
 

American Girl Tea  
Sunday, June 2 from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Wistariahurst cordially invites all American Girl dolls (or another doll of 
choice), their young companions, and a chaperone of their choice to a 
proper tea in the Music Room. Along with sipping tea in such opulent 
ambience, young ladies aged 5 to 15 will have the chance to create their 
own dress-up place cards, modeled after original 1920’s versions that will 
be on view. Little ladies will add flowers, sequins and other elements to 
two interchangeable dinner outfits for their paper doll place card. As our 
esteemed guests make their way through the dining room, they will have 
the chance to peruse a display on proper tea etiquette and entertaining. Belle, the daughter of William Skinner, 
often spent many hours designing seating charts for upcoming get-togethers to ensure stimulating conversation 
between guests who knew each other, and those who were new to the table. She even once welcomed the French 
Ambassador at the time to her dining room table! The day is completed when the young ladies practice writing 
heartfelt thank you notes. Children, chaperones and dolls are expected to dress as ladies would, with hats and 
gloves encouraged, but not required. Reservations necessary as space is limited. Tickets are $15 per child and $10 per 
chaperone 

Trash to Treasure: A Series of  Craft Workshops for Kids 
Each activity is one hour 11 a.m. to 12 noon    $5 per participant 
Join Wistariahurst Museum in the upcycling craze during three, hour-long crafting sessions. 
Supplies will be provided, but there is a suggestion for items that may be brought to include 
in your unique craft projects!   

Wednesday, July 17 — Paper Crafts: Hats, Boats and Pinwheels 
Create perfect paper crafts in the Paper City! Using a mix of old newspapers and new accents, kids 
will learn to make the favorite toys of ages gone by.   What can you bring?:  Old newspaper or 
magazines 

Wednesday, July 24 — Kaleidoscopes for Kids 
See the world more colorfully than ever! Kids will construct their own kaleidoscope out of 
materials found in everyone’s home.   What can you bring?: A Pringles can or paper towel tube 

Wednesday, July 31 — Bottle Cap Crafts: Jewelry, Magnets & More 
Fashion a neat necklace, a spectacular keychain or a marvelous magnet out of everyday castaways.  
What can you bring?: Found objects, broken jewelry 

Photo Courtesy of Denis Luzuriaga 
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Wistariahurst Museum Staff 

Director 
Melissa Boisselle 

Events & Programs 
Marjorie Latham 

Curator & City Historian 
Penni Martorell 

Hospitality & Functions  
Sara English 

Museum Assistants 
Eileen Maginnis 

Michelle Fredette 

Weekend Supervisor 
Julie Bullock 

The Museum is open for guided tours every Saturday, Sunday and Monday from 12 – 4 p.m.. Historic House Tours are 
$7 general admission and $5 for students and seniors. The Gallery is open every Saturday, Sunday and Monday from  
12 – 4 p.m. During these hours, the Carriage House & Gift Shop is also open. Hours for Archive Research are Monday 
from 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. & Thursday 9 a.m. – 1 p.m., or by appointment. For more information or a schedule of other 
upcoming events, please visit our website at www.wistariahurst.org or call 322-5660. 

Your Gift is Meaningful. Thank you for your Generosity. 

 _____$50 _____$250 _____$1000 _____$ other 

 _____$100 _____$500 _____$1500 

Please make checks payable to Historic Holyoke at Wistariahurst Museum. 

NAME ___________________________________ PHONE_____________________ 

ADRESSS _________________________________ ____________________________ 

__________________________________________ EMAIL _____________________ 

Support Wistariahurst Museum 
The fulfillment of the museum’s mission will happen through your gifts of time, 
talent and financial resources. We hope you will join Wistariahurst’s growing 
number of friends in supporting the Museum through generous contributions. 
Please consider making a gift in support of preservation efforts at Wistariahurst, 
continued historical and cultural programming and continued operations. 


