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Noted American painter Robert Kushner
will debut a series of painted panels created
specifically for the Wistariahurst music
room.  Known as one of the most prominent
members of the Pattern Art group of the
1970’s, Kushner specializes in respecting and
updating traditional painting subjects and
techniques. Kushner’s recent work has
focused on flowers, but magnified and
wholly transformed by combining Western
and Japanese painterly techniques.  His

Robert Kushner Paints
Wistariahurst

What’s Trump?
An Exhibition of Joan Schepps’
Collection of Trump Indicators

medium incorporates oil, acrylic, gold and palladium leaf, with mica and glitter.  His
resplendent and spiritually transcendent works will compliment and transform our
music room.  A highly articulate and effective speaker, Kushner will give an opening
lecture to kick off the exhibition on Saturday, September 17 at 4 p.m.  Please join us
for this event.  Special thank you to Don Sanders of the Massachusetts International
Festival of the Arts for bringing this outstanding exhibit to Wistariahurst.

Delphinium Sentinal

What is Trump? In the game of Bridge, it is often
necessary to know. Trump Indicators serve as a
whimsical reminder of what is trump. Trump Indi-
cators were used in the game of Whist and early
forms of Bridge.  Trump Indicators come in a variety
of forms and shapes.  These devices date from the
late 1800s to the early 1930s.   Joan Schepps, a
resident of Holyoke and a Silver Life Master in

Bridge, will be featuring her collection of Trump Indicators in the Quirk Gallery at
Wistariahurst Museum in Holyoke, Massachusetts for two months beginning in
November.  Always attracted to anything with a playing card motif, an unusual item
caught Joan’s eye about twenty-five years ago while attending the Brimfield Antique
Show.  She glimpsed a small porcelain chicken with a clown collar that had the suit
symbols and No Trump on it.  She had no idea what it was and neither did the dealer.
It was irresistible and she purchased it.  After lengthy research it was discovered to be
a Trump Indicator and with that purchase, the collection was born. Since then, she has
developed the foremost collection of Trump Indicators in America.  To Joan, collecting
is a fascinating way to learn about the history of the game of Bridge and the colorful
personalities who were dominant in the early days of the 20th century.
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Each time someone donates documents or objects to the
museum, we learn a bit more about the history of the Skinner
family, the City of Holyoke and the Skinner’s silk business.  Re-
cently, a woman who worked in the mills for William Skinner III,
donated several objects related to her work for Skinner & Sons Silk
Manufacturing.  Of the more interesting items, she gave the mu-
seum her scrapbook of silk production, describing the several types
of thread Skinner used, how much it weighs and how much it cost.
Also in the treasures she donated were dozens of labels off the silk
bales that Skinner imported from Japan.  Though we do have some
labels and bolts of material with the Skinner label, we are delighted
to have the labels from Japanese raw silk.

This gift helped us to see a different side of the Skinner’s
business; she provided another piece of the puzzle, in this case, a
more personal side to the business.  She told us that the Skinners
were very generous to their employees, letting them have the pick of

                 By Kate Navarra Thibodeau

Professional Development for Teachers
Infusing Arts into the Curriculum: Skills for

the Classroom Teacher
Tuesday October 4, 11, 18, 25 and November 1
This five-session, ten-hour workshop is designed to
help teachers make existing lesson plans and units
more alive and dynamic by infusing art, theater,
music and creative writing.  During each hands-on
session, teachers will work with facilitators who have
successfully used these techniques in the classroom.
Participants will come to the initial session with an
existing lesson plan or unit that they want to im-
prove that addresses the frameworks for their con-
tent area.  As a final project, each participant will
share the revised lesson plan with the group demon-
strating an understanding of the techniques they
have learned.  Cost is $100 per participant.

Recent Acquisitions Expand
Skinner & Sons Silk Story

the store floor for Christmas presents! She also recalled fondly how touched she was that when the mill was
closed after Indian Head Mills purchased it, Mr. Skinner walked through the factory thanking employees for
their service and becoming emotional himself.

Currently, we have an exhibit on Skinner’s silk business entitled “Good Silk is Good Property” in our
permanent exhibit room on the second floor.  Some of these recently acquired objects and documents have
been added to the exhibit. The exhibit will be on display until November of 2006.

This is a raw silk bale label. On the back
is written “new lot, white, 2 bales.”

Girl Scout Programs
Textile Arts - October 22, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. In conjunc-
tion with the Robert Kushner exhibit Program
Coordinator, Laurie Risler, will be hosting an educa-
tional program exploring textile arts for older Girl
Scouts.

Victorian Era Days - November 11, 10 a.m. - Noon
and 1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. Step back in time and
experience life in a Victorian mansion. While travel-
ing through the house girls will participate in six
hands-on sessions including: Victorian clothing,
parlor & garden games, weaving, etiquette & dining,
servants’ life, and calling cards.

To register for either program, please contact the Girl
Scouts of Western Massachusetts 800-462-9100.

Volunteers at Wistariahurst
To our delight we were able to invite over 70 volunteers to our annual Volunteer Appreciation Reception.
Thirty six remarkable volunteers were able to attend and were given a personalized coffee mug.  If you
received an invitation, but were not able to attend, please stop by the museum to pick yours up!  If you are
interested in joining these fun and enthusiastic people, please call our Volunteer Coordinator, Melissa

Boisselle 312-322-5660.
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One of the most admirable things about history is, that almost as a rule we get as much information out of what it
does not say as we get out of what it does say.  Mark Twain

Visitors wandering about Wistariahurst are always impressed with the wealth the Skinners must have had to
own such a wonderful home.  William Skinner and his sons clearly had amazing business acumen.  If you
take a docent-led tour you will hear many wonderful stories of the generosity and exploits the family’s
wealth afforded them.  However, this is only part of the story.  The challenge that we have as historians is to
recognize that the interpretation of past events varies as we change the lens from which we look.  The study
of history provides us with the opportunity to continuously broaden our minds and points of view with
newly discovered documents, information and perspectives.

What Wistariahurst staff hopes to uncover in the coming year is a sense of the dynamism of Holyoke’s
history. That is why we are launching a new speaker’s series entitled Historical Perspectives…. And we are
planning another run of The Skinner Servants’ Tour with Enchanted Circle Theater.  We also have an ongoing
exhibit entitled Good Silk is Good Property, upstairs in our newly opened semi-permanent exhibit room.  In
the coming year Kate Thibodeau will develop an exhibit series on Immigration in Holyoke featuring the
immigration experiences of the Irish, French Canadian, Polish, German and Puerto Rican immigrants.

I invite you to join us as we try on new lenses for a view of the past.  Think about becoming involved this fall
at Wistariahurst.  Join us for the speakers series, attend the Skinner Servants’ Tour or sign up for the Docent
Training.  Come garden with the Wistariahurst Gardeners, stop in for a house tour or share documents or
photos you have on your family’s immigration.  Details of all our upcoming events can be viewed on our
website www.wistariahurst.org.

By Carol Constant

From the Director’s Desk

 * Architect Stephen Jablonski has drawn up the plans to restore and rehabilitate the Carriage House with
funding from a Community Development Block Grant. Our hope is to restore the exterior to the original
look of the Carriage House and to rehabilitate the interior to display Sarah Skinner’s ladies carriage, create a
changing exhibit space, a gift shop, a new home for the archives, and of course to continue to accommodate
the space needed for the gardeners. We have submitted a Massachusetts Historical Commission grant and
will receive notification in early fall. Matching funds are required for this exciting project.

 * Have you seen the grounds lately?  The property is awash with color!  This past summer, Holyoke
Wistariahurst Gardeners have planted dozens of roses, thinned or removed excess shrubs, dug giant weeds,
trimmed the lawn and planted annuals and perennials throughout. Kudos to these hearty volunteers! There
numbers may be small, but their energy knows no bounds. You are invited to join them on the 2nd Wednes-
day of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the Carriage House for planning, gardening information and camaraderie.

 * Wistariahurst has had an invasion of termites! A few of the parquet floor pieces had popped in recent
months revealing evidence that termites have been living in the dining room and breakfast room..for
decades. Rocky LaFleche from Baystate Exterminating graciously arrived to exterminate at no charge.  City
carpenters were here in July pulled up some of the flooring to reveal extensive damage. Some structural
repairs were done on the spot, however we know must pursue funding to do much more extensive repairs.

 * Special thank you to the Friends of Wistariahurst Museum for sponsoring the new draperies and carpet in
the Great Hall. New colors, based on a watercolor prepared for Belle Skinner by architect Wilson Eyre of
Philadelphia, are drastically different than the red that has been in the Great Hall since 1977. Stop in and see
the transformation.

This Old Historic Home *
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Historical Perspectives: A new lecture series
Please join us as we launch a new annual lecture series we have entitled Historical Perspectives. As a history
museum, we are excited about the wide array of talented people who are willing to share their knowledge of
the people, natural resources, and industry of Holyoke and the Connecticut River Valley. This year we have
an impressive lineup of speakers on the rich history of our community. Light refreshments will be served.

While there is no charge for the talks, donations will be
gratefully accepted and will help defray the cost of
honorariums and refreshments. The talks will be held
on the first Wednesday evening of each month at 6
p.m. The only notable change will be the first talk on
September 14 at 6 p.m.

Holyoke during the 1930s.  Photograph by Neil Doherty.

As you can see, Wistariahurst has many exciting
programs and events.  Please help us by supporting
this living treasure. All donations sent to
Wistariahurst Museum are tax deductable and will
go directly to pay for the historical restoration and
programs you see in this newsletter. Donations can
be mailed to: Wistariahurst Museum, 238 Cabot
Street, Holyoke, MA 01040 . In addition we have
launched a new corporate sponsorship program,
please call the museum for details 413-322-5660.
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