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News from Wistariahurst Museum

Wistariahurst Renewed

Improvements to the Historic Site
Efforts to maintain Wistariahurst as an elegant grand manor
with vibrant gardens has gained momentum. The goal of paint‐
ing the exterior of the main house is a work in full progress—
brightening the fine architecture and showcasing the Second
Empire Victorian home. Even the lions have been rejuvenated
with careful undertaking to clean the marble! The landscape
and property has been further updated to reflect the style and
beauty of the estate when it was the Skinner Family residence.
New beds have beds have been laid and the rose boarder is
now complete. Sets of the original iron lanterns once gracing
the stone entry way pillars have been restored to their original
splendor with the aide of students from Dean Technical High
School. The refurbished lanterns will be fitted with glass panes
and returned to rest upon the stone piers.
In 1874, the Holyoke Water Power Company
had just finished clearing house lots when the
Skinner family moved to Holyoke. Photographs
from 1875 show the house in a barren setting, sur‐
rounded sparsely by few homes and even fewer
trees. In the following decades, the Skinner Family
would transform the empty lot into a landscape of
trees and lawn described as a ʺhandsome parkʺ
and considered by many to be ʺone of the show
places of Holyokeʺ. The Skinner Family maintained Wistariahurst as a fashionable residence;
taking great pride and pleasure in their Holyoke property.
While over a century has passed, Wistariahurst continues to shine. With overwhelming
community support and with financial assistance we are consistently taking steps towards im‐
provement of this historical house. The elements that give Wistariahurst its distinct character
continue to stand out and we strive to do our best to be able to preserve and share this historical
treasure.

Wistariahurst Museum
238 Cabot Street, Holyoke, MA 01040
413‐322‐5660 www.wistariahurst.org

September Gallery Exhibition

Provocateur: New Artworks by Dean Nimmer
This September, Wistariahurst’s Gallery will feature the works of
Holyoke resident Dean Nimmer, an eclectic artist who works in
several mediums, art techniques and painting styles all at the same
time. As he puts it, ʺI may have a form of art schizophrenia that causes
me to continually change my subject matter and move in different
directions constantly without worrying about maintaining a ʹstyleʹ of
painting.”
Nimmer was the Chairman of the Foundations program and head
of the 2D Fine Arts department at the Massachusetts College of Art in
Boston where he holds the title of Professor Emeritus. He has
conducted hands‐on workshops based on his art from intuition
creativity techniques at several scholarly institutions. Nimmer’s works
have been shown in more than 200 solo and group exhibitions across
the U.S. and internationally. Dean Nimmer showcases new mixed
media works that are bound to stimulate your eye and imagination. Meet Dean Nimmer at the Opening
Reception on Thursday, September 9 at 6 p.m. Exhibit on view through September. Admission to the gallery $3

Cynthia Sayer’s Banjo Spectacular Concert
Saturday, September 18 at 7:00 p.m.

Wistariahurst welcomes renowned musician Cynthia Sayer for a concert in the Music
Room. Sayer is regarded as one of the top 4‐string banjoists in the world today. A
member of Woody Allen’s jazz band for over 10 years, Cynthia’s solo career has taken
her well beyond her New Orleans roots to become an acclaimed bandleader and guest
artist. She has a unique and expansive approach to the instrument which is all her own,
and she is also a respected vocalist. Cynthia has worked with a variety of leading jazz
and popular artists such as Dick Hyman, Wynton Marsalis, Bill Cosby, Les Paul,
Wycliffe Gordon, Marvin Hamlisch, Bucky Pizzarelli, and has played with some top
bluegrass/roots/country artists.
Cynthiaʹs extensive career includes performances in New York Cityʹs Carnegie Hall and Lincoln
Center, appearing with The New York Philharmonic, and numerous national TV and radio show
appearances in the USA and abroad. She plays at many music festivals in North America, Europe, Asia,
and Australia.
Cynthia has accumulated numerous awards and honors, including induction into the National Banjo
Hall of Fame. Her most recent CD release, Attractions, which includes legendary jazz guitarist Bucky
Pizzarelli, received two 2009 award nominations. She is also a subject of a PBS documentary about the
banjo, expected to air in 2011. On Saturday, September 18 Cynthia will present a toe‐tapping show that
ranges from hot swing to tango, western, virtuoso classics, and more ‐‐ with Mike Weatherly on string bass,
plus some guest players. You don’t want to miss this amazing performance. Suggested Donation $15 Adults /
$10 seniors & students

Hauntingly Historical Holyoke:
Mysteries, Mummies, Graveyards and Witches!
Calling All Detectives for a Scavenger Hunt!
Friday, October 1 at 7:00 p.m.
Are you good at deciphering clues, extracting evidence and following trails? Then the Mysteries of
the Mansion Scavenger Hunt may be just the activity for you. Teams of detectives will gather at
Wistariahurst Museum to scour the mansion for answers to riddles and clues. Have fun solving
puzzles and learning about the Skinner Family and Wistariahurst Museum’s collections at the
same time. Come dressed as your favorite gumshoe and get ready for an evening of puzzles and
fun that will culminate with answers and prizes. The fun and games begin promptly at 7 p.m. in the Carriage
House. Please call to make reservations for your team or as an individual. Registration is $20 per team of 4 or $6
per individual (to be placed on a team)

From Eternity to Here: Egyptian Mummies in Victorian America
Saturday, October 16 at 2:00 p.m.
“The records show that the Holyoke paper Manufactory received 15,000 yards of
these mummy wrappers.” Mummies in Holyoke you ask? S.J. Wolfe, senior
cataloguer at the American Antiquarian Society, author and an independent
researcher in mummyology will give an illustrated presentation based on her
book Mummies in Nineteenth Century America. Join us on Saturday, October 16, at
2:00 p.m. for a revealing presentation as Wolfe uncovers the mysteries of mummy
unwrappings and the making of paper collars from mummy cloth. Books will be available
for sale and to be signed by author. Admission $5 Adult / $3 Students & Seniors

Graveyard Shift: Historic Cemetery Tour
Tuesday, October 19 at 6:00 p.m.
Gravestone inscriptions, monuments of remembrance, and family plots will be the topic of
conversation for a walking tour of Forestdale Cemetery. Penni Martorell, Curator and City
Historian will lead the tour, pointing out plots of interest, and revealing the many
connections the interred had with the City of Holyoke. The tour will leave Wistariahurst
Museum Carriage House for a short stroll to Forestdale Cemetery promptly at 6:00 p.m. Please arrive at 5:45
p.m. with comfortable walking shoes, and weather appropriate attire. Please call to reserve your spot.
Admission $7

The Unhappy History of Witchcraft
Monday, October 25 at 6:00 p.m.
Dr. Donald D’Amato, Springfield Technical Community College adjunct professor,
returns to Wistariahurst with a talk about one of his favorite subjects: witchcraft and
its effects on Europe and the colonies. Professor D’Amato has been teaching history in
the Valley for over 40 years. He’ll discuss how people tend to misinterpret witchcraft
by romanticizing its history and making it exciting. Don’t miss this bewitching lecture
on Monday, October 25 at 6:00 p.m. Admission $5 Adult / $3 Students & Seniors

WISTARIAHURST MUSEUM
Upcoming Events 2010
September Gallery Exhibit – Provocateur: New Artworks by Dean Nimmer
Holyoke artist Dean Nimmer showcases new mixed media works that are bound to stimulate your eye and imagination. Admission to
the gallery $3

Wednesday, September 1 & 15 at 6:00 p.m. – Wistariahurst Gardeners’ Plant Swap
Come to this fun and friendly plant swap on the grounds of Wistariahurst. Bring a $2 donation and any type of labeled plant or
plants, along with your own chair, and let the fun begin!

Wednesday, September 8 at 6:30 p.m. – Garden Talk: Cooking with Herbs III
Master Gardener Chris Brown returns with a mouth‐watering cooking demonstration and tasting! Presented by Wistariahurst
Museum Gardeners and Western Mass Master Gardeners. All talks are a $5 donation to benefit the garden restoration at Wistariahurst

Thursday, September 9 at 6:00 p.m. – Opening Reception for Provocateur: New Artworks by Dean Nimmer
Meet Artist Dean Nimmer for the opening of his new exhibition of artworks. Admission $3

Friday, September 10 from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. – Victorian Ballroom Dancing
The Italianate style Music Room at Wistariahurst creates an inviting atmosphere for a Victorian Ball. Observe and learn to dance the
Quadrille, Mazurka, Victorian Waltz or Polka. In this dance workshop, the Victorian Quadrille Orchestra will perform original,
composed music of the Victorian era accompanied by a dance troupe dressed in costumes circa 1880’s. Each dance’s history will be
discussed and then performed. The performance is followed by a how‐to session for one of the Victorian dances. Supported in part by a
grant from the Holyoke Cultural Council, a local agency which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency. Reservations
necessary as space is limited. Suggested donation $10

Saturday, September 11 from 1:00 to 3:30 p.m. – Double the Dinos: Explore Holyoke’s Tracks!
Walk where the Dinosaurs walked! Join The Trustees of Reservations and Wistariahurst Museum for an afternoon of fossil discovery
and fun! Explore the Route 5 Dinosaur tracks with an experienced guide, then take part in several activities in which you play the part
of dinosaur, archaeologist and historian all in one day. The day culminates with a look at the dinosaur tracks located at Wistariahurst
and a discussion of how they got there. Cost is $7, call the Museum to register

Sunday, September 12 at 2:00 p.m. – Dúo Fusión in Concert at Wistariahurst
Dúo Fusión’s specialties are classical and jazz, but guitarist Joe Belmont and flautist Sarah Swersey will delve into bossa nova, tango
and stirring traditional music from around the world as well. Tickets are $15 general admission / $12 Students and Seniors

Saturday, September 18 at 7:00 p.m. – Cynthia Sayer’s Banjo Spectacular Concert
Cynthia Sayer is regarded as one of the top 4‐string jazz banjoists in the world today. She has a unique and expansive approach to the
instrument which is all her own. Cynthia will present a toe‐tapping show that ranges from hot swing to tango, western, virtuoso classics, and
more ‐‐ with Mike Weatherly on string bass, plus other guest players. Suggested Donation $15 Adults / $10 Students & Seniors

Sunday, September 19 at 3:00 p.m. – Chamber Music at Wistariahurst: Fantaisie: French Impressions in Music and Painting
Spend the afternoon listening to songs and instrumental works by Chabrier, Chaminade, Faure, Debussy, Ravel and others under the
direction of David Perkins. Light refreshments served. Tickets are $15

October Gallery Exhibit – Holyoke: Queen of the Industrial Cities
Explore Holyoke’s unique beginnings as an industrial center and learn about the city’s role in the industrial boom of Massachusetts.
Artifacts on display include photographs by Milan P Warner (Holyoke photographer of the 1890s), maps, and historic documents.
Admission to the gallery $3

Friday, October 1 from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. – Mysteries of the Mansion
See Wistariahurst with new eyes in a scavenger hunt throughout the elegant Skinner Mansion. Bring a sharp mind and a good pair of
shoes for an evening of enjoyment! Reservations necessary. Call the Museum to make reservations for your team or as an individual.
Registration is $20 per team of 4 or $6 per individual (to placed on a team)

Sunday, October 3 at 2:00 p.m. – Exhibition Opening for Holyoke: Queen of the Industrial Cities
Join us for a peek at the beautiful Holyoke images captured in the late 19th century. Learn about the Industrial Revolution and its
impact on the town. Admission $3

Wednesday, October 13 at 6:30 p.m. – Garden Talk: Putting the Garden to Sleep
Master Gardener Jacqueline Clark will talk about what needs to be done to prepare your garden for the winter. Presented by Wistariahurst
Museum Gardeners and Western Mass Master Gardeners. All talks are a $5 donation to benefit the garden restoration at Wistariahurst

Saturday, October 16 at 2:00 p.m. – From Eternity to Here: Egyptian Mummies in Victorian America
S.J. Wolfe, senior cataloguer at the American Antiquarian Society and an independent researcher in mummyology will give an
illustrated presentation on her research and will include such topics as mummy unwrappings and the making of paper from mummy
cloth. Admission $5

Tuesday, October 19 at 6:00 p.m. – Historic Cemetery Walk
Join City Historian Penni Martorell for an insightful walking tour through Forestdale Cemetery—established in 1862. Information on
headstones & monuments and the history of some of Holyoke’s founding families will be revealed. Reservations necessary as space is
limited. Cost is $7

Saturday, October 23 – PassportHolyoke: Discover the City of Holyoke
Explore Holyoke’s exciting abundant cultural, recreational and educational venues and sites all in one day! Participating visitors pay
$1 to enjoy ongoing events throughout the city – to find out more visit www.PassportHolyoke.org.

Sunday, October 24 at 3:00 p.m. – Historical Lecture: Filming in the Trenches of WW1: Perils and Surprises
Ed & Libby Klekowski, producers of Yanks Fight the Kaiser will give an insider’s look at the making of the documentary Yanks Fight the
Kaiser: A National Guard Division in WW1. Admission $3

Monday, October 25 at 6:00 p.m. – The Unhappy History of Witchcraft
Dr. Donald D’Amato, STCC adjunct professor, returns to Wistariahurst with a talk about one of his favorite subjects; witchcraft and
its effects on Europe and the colonies as well as today’s romantic misinterpretations. Admission $5 Adult / $3 Students & Seniors

November Exhibition in the Gallery – Follow the Thread: A Cultural History
This multimedia exhibit portrays, in pictures and words, a layered history of America’s Jewish Immigrants and the Birth of the
Garment Industry. Enhanced with costumes of different eras, the exhibit presents a timeline revealing social culture combined with
the fashion industry. This vibrant portrayal of the spirit of the Jewish people is created by Jacqueline Cooper. An Opening

Reception will take place Thursday, November 11 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. with music and refreshments.
Sunday, November 7 at 3:00 p.m. – A Two‐Cycle Recital Featuring Steve Curylo & Nikki Stoia
Baritone Steve Curylo, accompanied by Nikki Stoia, will present two popular and beloved song cycles: Schumannʹs Dichterliebe
(Poetʹs Love) and Vaughan Williamsʹ Songs of Travel. Sponsored by the Friends of Wistariahurst and supported in part by a grant from the
Holyoke Cultural Council, a local agency which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency. Tickets are $10

Wednesday, November 10 at 6:30 p.m. – Garden Talk: Holiday Decorations
Master Gardener Martha Hamilton will demonstrate how to make beautiful arrangements for Thanksgiving, New Years and holidays
in between. Presented by Wistariahurst Museum Gardeners and Western Mass Master Gardeners. All talks are a $5 donation to benefit
the garden restoration at Wistariahurst

Friday, November 12 from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. – Holyoke Uncorked: Wine Tasting to Benefit Wistariahurst
Wistariahurst will host a wine tasting in the elegant atmosphere of the Skinner Mansion. The Ted Wirt Jazz Quintet will provide a
musical backdrop for the evening. The event is sponsored by Liquors44. All proceeds will benefit Wistariahurst Museum. Advance
tickets are $25 each / $40 couple; Tickets at the door are $30 each / $50 couple

Sunday, November 14 at 3:00 p.m. – Chamber Music at Wistariahurst: Sixth Annual Schubertiad
Chamber Music at Wistariahurst, under the direction of David Perkins, brings together some of the best musicians in the Pioneer
Valley for its sixth annual Schubertiad for a celebration of musical masterpieces to delight and enchant. Light refreshments served.
Tickets are $15

Sunday, November 21 at 2:00 p.m. – Follow the Thread Fashion Show
Join us for a multi‐generational fashion show event tied to the Follow the Thread Exhibit created by Jackie Cooper! From hoop cage
skirts and undergarments to blouse waist sets, suits and mini‐dresses, ladies will be strutting their stuff in vintage looks narrated by
Deborah Miller—fashion historian and independent appraiser specializing exclusively in textiles and clothing . Tickets TBA

Saturday, December 4 – Save the Date for Wistariahurst’s Winter Soiree
Wednesday, December 8 at 6:30 p.m. – Garden Talk: Garden Path to Conservation
Master Gardener Toi Graham will talk about a survey of conservation techniques for use in the garden to reduce the need for water,
chemicals and polluting equipment. Presented by Wistariahurst Museum Gardeners and Western Mass Master Gardeners. All talks are
a $5 donation to benefit the garden restoration at Wistariahurst

Friday, Saturday, & Sunday, December 10, 11, & 12 – Nutcracker & Sweets
Wistariahurst welcomes back Massachusetts Academy of Ballet & members of the Ballet Educational Training Association for a magical
performance with a Skinner twist on a holiday classic! Advance reservations are recommended; seating is limited. Show times are Fri. at
7 p.m., Sat. at 4 p.m,. Sun. at 2 p.m. Reception of sweets to follow the performance. Tickets are $10 / children 12 and under are free

Friday, December 17 at 7:00 p.m. – Boston String Quartet Returns with Holiday Cheer!
The Boston String Quartet celebrates the holiday season with songs from their album On Christmas Eve, recorded with help of students
and faculty from School of Groove, where the quartet is currently Ensemble‐in‐Residence. Tickets are $15 / $12 Students & Seniors

Saturday, December 18 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. – Victorian Crafts for the Holidays
Celebrate the holidays by crafting ornaments and gifts in the decorative splendor of Wistariahurst Museum. Participants of all ages
will employ Victorian techniques by making fresh orange pomanders decorated with clove designs, embellished gift boxes and paper
lanterns to hang from ceilings or on trees. Reservations necessary. Fee $5 per person

Historical Exhibition

Holyoke: Queen of Industrial Cities
The story of Holyoke comes to life in a new historical exhibit this Fall. The exhibit includes
panels presenting the unique history of Holyoke’s industrial presence at the early part of
the twentieth century. Milan P. Warner, a Holyoke photographer, captured beautiful black
and white images of the town during its first industrial boom, in the 1880s and 1890s. The
exhibition was initially conceived as a traveling exhibit collaboration with the State Library of Massachusetts
and the Holyoke Public Library. Books, maps, and other materials from Wistariahurst Museum’s archive will
enhance the story of Holyoke: Queen of Industrial Cities. Join us for the Opening Reception on Sunday, October 3
at 2:00 p.m. The exhibit will be on view for the month of October. Admission $3

Holyoke Uncorked: Wine Tasting

Friday, November 12 from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Wistariahurst will host a wine tasting in the elegant atmosphere of the Skinner Mansion. The Ted
Wirt Jazz Quintet will provide a musical backdrop for the evening. The event is sponsored by
Liquors44. All proceeds will benefit Wistariahurst Museum. Advance tickets are $25 each/$40 couple;
Tickets at the door are $30 each/$50 couple

Chamber Music at Wistariahurst:
Late Harvest: Sixth Annual Schubertiad
Sunday, November 14 at 3:00 p.m.

The Chamber Music Society at Wistariahurst, under the direction of David
Perkins, makes its sixth annual visit to the Music Room of Wistariahurst. The
hall will be filled with the intimate and stirring music of Franz Shubert. The
program includes many of Schubert’s magnificent masterpieces. Some of the
features in this festive celebration of the Viennese composer will be Fantasie,
for four hands piano; and Shepherd on the Rock, octet for winds and strings,
Movements 1‐ 3. Members of the Schubertian chorus will open with what has become a traditional work for
these programs, the Schicksalslenker, a hymn of Thanksgiving. Free refreshments at intermission. Tickets $15

Deck ’Em!

Historic Holyoke Deck of Cards
Wistariahurst is looking for individuals and businesses who are fans of Holyoke’s history. The
Museum is embarking on a fundraiser that features Holyoke’s historic images on a deck of 54
playing cards. Share your enthusiasm by signing up as a sponsor. Sponsorships range from $100 ‐
$250 with a selection of images from which you may choose. Each card will feature an historical
image with a title and sponsor’s name. Perhaps you are a life‐long “Holyoker,” or your family has
left a legacy of farm, merchant or industrial history to the city, or maybe you are just passionate
about Holyoke and its rich history. We encourage you to sponsor one of 54 playing cards! The playing cards will
be for sale in the museum gift shop, and will make great gifts for the holidays. For more information please
contact Penni Martorell at 413‐322‐5660 ext. 5169, or email martorellp@ci.holyoke.ma.us.

On display in the Gallery in November & December
Follow the Thread tells the story of Jewish immigrants in the 19th and 20th centuries,
events unfolding simultaneously on two continents, and the significance of their
relationship to one another with the garment industry as a vehicle.
Before the mid 19th century, clothing, worldwide, was handmade. “Ready‐made”
clothing began, in America, with the immigration of Central and Eastern European
Jews. The influx of Jewish tailors, dressmakers, inventors and entrepreneurs began and grew the “ready‐made”
menswear industry. Following that trend, Eastern European Jews are credited with creating a system of
providing affordable and stylish “ready‐made” clothing for women. The growth of the Jewish immigrant
population along with the increased demand for clothing production, paralleled the garment industry’s response
with ready‐made tailored garments of standardized sizes. From hoop cage skirts and undergarments to blouse
waist sets, two‐piece dressing, suits and mini‐dress, Follow the Thread explores the influence of the Jewish
community in developing and adapting tailoring and fashion design. By the early 1900s, women were emerging
as a dominant force in the industry as designers, marketers, forecasters and journalists. They understood what
their peers wanted to wear.
Follow the Thread was created by Jacqueline Cooper, a multimedia artist and photographer. Her work includes
portraiture, and the portrayal of personal stories and cultural histories through image and word. She worked as a
designer in the garment industry from 1970 through 2004 and was inspired by her Eastern European
grandparents, Jewish immigrants from Odessa and Minsk. The exhibit is as beautiful as it is informative.
The exhibition opens on Thursday, November 11 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. with a reception featuring music and a
video presentation. As part of the exhibition, a fashion show will take place on Sunday, November 21 at 2:00
p.m. featuring significant pieces of ready‐made clothing for each decade spanning 100 years.

Call for Models - Fashion Show
Ladies of All Ages Need Apply!
Do you love fashion, vintage clothing and strutting the runway? We are looking for
females, sizes 2 to 12 who would like to model vintage clothing pieces for a fashion
show at Wistariahurst on Sunday, November 21 at 2:00 p.m. The event is part of a
program piece for Follow the Thread, a cultural exhibit on display at the museum
throughout December. A fit session will take place in October for those interested in
participating in November fashion show.
Models of mixed ages is ideal—so bring a friend, grandmother, sister or neighbor who
might also be a candidate. Artist Jacqueline Cooper will match clothing styles with
models and accessories. The modeled clothing will be described in detail by fashion
show narrator Deborah Miller. Deborah Miller, an independent appraiser specializing
exclusively in textiles and clothing. She works with private foundations, estates and
individuals appraising the treasures in their closets that have been passed down
through generations. Deborah works throughout the country and is delighted that
clothing is gaining the recognition it deserves as both an appreciative collectible and an
art form. To sign up as a model, please call Marjorie Latham at 413‐322‐5660 or email
lathamm@ci.holyoke.ma.us.
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Wistariahurst Museum Staff
Director
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Eileen Maginnis
Weekend Supervisor
Julie Bullock
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Support Wistariahurst Museum
The fulfillment of the museum’s mission will happen through your gifts of
time, talent and financial resources. We hope you will join Wistariahurst’s growing
number of friends in supporting the Museum through generous contributions.
Please consider making a gift in support of preservation efforts at Wistariahurst,
Your Gift is Meaningful. Thank you for your Generosity.
_____$50

_____$250

_____$1000

_____$100

_____$500

_____$1500

_____$ other

Please make checks payable to Historic Holyoke at Wistariahurst Museum.
NAME ___________________________________ PHONE_____________________
ADRESSS _________________________________ ____________________________
__________________________________________ EMAIL _____________________

The Museum is open for guided tours every Saturday, Sunday and Monday from 12‐4 pm. Historic House Tours are $7
general admission and $5 for students and seniors. The Gallery is open every Saturday, Sunday and Monday from 12‐4
pm. During these hours, the Carriage House & Gift Shop is also open. Hours for Archive Research are Monday from
9a.m. ‐7p.m. & Thursday 9a.m. ‐ 1p.m., or by appointment. For more information or a schedule of other upcoming
events, please visit our website at www.wistariahurst.org or call 322‐5660.

