T HE V INE

Volume 6 Issue 3
Spring/Summer 2011

News from Wistariahurst Museum

The Skinner Family: A Legacy of Giving
William Skinner and his descendants are famed nearly as much for their philanthropic gifts to
social and educational institutions in this region as they are for business innovation and
expertise in producing the highest quality silk
thread and satin fabrics. The William Skinner &
Sons silk and satin mills were earning revenues of
$6.5 million and employing over 2,000 people at
the time of William Skinner’s death in 1902. As
manufacturer of Skinner’s Satins, William came to
be widely known, and his own success was
generously extended to Holyoke and the working
people who lived there.
In the tradition of late 19th century
industrialists, much of the money the family made
in the silk business was returned to the
community as donations to support the
construction and development of various
institutions. Their endeavors in industry and
Joseph Allen Skinner ready to go touring with his automobile
philanthropy overlapped. William Skinner and his
Image courtesy of the Mount Holyoke College Archives and Special Collections
children supported the construction of a chapel, a
hospital, a city library, a gymnasium, a coffee
house and even a state park. The wealth generated from this industrial period in Holyoke
allowed the Skinners to rise to the position of local prominence they still hold today.
While it is undeniable that the Skinner family left their mark on Holyoke, their impressions
go beyond the city. From the inception of the Skinner Coffee House to Belle’s restoration of a
French Village, the Skinner’s reputation for giving extended to an international scale. This
summer, we will take a closer look at the Skinner family legacy in Holyoke and nearby South
Hadley, where Joseph and his family settled.
Join the curators of Wistariahurst and the Joseph Allen Skinner Museum for a jaunt
around Holyoke and South Hadley to learn more about the lives of the Skinner Family. The
program includes transportation and tours of various Skinner venues including Wistariahurst;
The Skinner Chapel of the United Congregational Church; the Orchards, former Home of
Joseph Skinner and his family and will conclude with a tour of the Joseph Allen Skinner
Museum. The Tour will take place on Saturday, June 25 from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. Please call the
museum to make a reservation. Tickets $25 per person, $20 for students and seniors.

Wistariahurst Museum
238 Cabot Street, Holyoke, MA 01040
413‐322‐5660 www.wistariahurst.org

Amy “BannerQueen” Johnquest presents:

Ride the Big One

May Gallery Exhibition
The Wistariahurst Gallery will display the work of advertising
influenced pop artist Amy “BannerQueen” Johnquest.
Johnquest had a lifelong convoluted relationship with
advertising; growing up listening to her father’s experiences as
chief copy writer in a large ad agency. Later, with a fine arts
degree in hand, Johnquest went on to support herself as a sign
painter and graphic designer.

After years of resistance, at the tender age of forty,
having painted her first sideshow theme art piece (Half Man,
Half Beast Accordion Player) she was struck with a powerful
and undeniable sense of finally finding her way home. In the
tradition of sideshow performers, a moniker was proclaimed
and “BannerQueen” was born. Johnquest’s work is directly
Ride the Big One by Amy Johnquest
influenced by the old circus sideshow banners. Using pop
cultural references with text and imagery, Johnquest creates advertisements that do not sell anything but rather
play with double entendres and curiosities in the language of signage. In the end her images can range from
political evolutionary twists, loving tributes, weird science, and/or good ol’ comic relief. Amy Johnquest will
host a gallery talk prior to the opening reception of the exhibition on May 5 at 5:00 p.m. The Opening
reception is from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Admission to the gallery is $3

Full Employment: Major Employers in the Pioneer Valley,
1850-2010
June Gallery Photography Exhibition

Holyoke resident Greg Saulmon’s June exhibit features
photography offering a sweeping view of the Pioneer Valley’s
economic past ‐‐ and present. Blending fine art, journalism
and economic history, Saulmon’s images and data‐driven text
and graphics offer a survey of companies that have served as
the Pioneer Valleyʹs major economic engine. Topics of the
photographs include industry, health care, finance and
education.
For the project, Saulmon photographed sites ranging
from abandoned paper mills in Holyoke to Baystate Medical
Baystate Medical Center “Hospital of the Future”
photographed by Greg Saulmon
Centerʹs ʺhospital of the future,ʺ currently under construction
in Springfield. Some sites, such as the long‐dormant Fisk Tire
Company in Chicopee, represent the region’s deindustrialization and a subsequent decay of infrastructure.
Others, such as Holyoke’s Open Square ‐‐ formerly the site of the Lyman Mills textile company ‐‐ represent the
rebirth of industrial space as small‐business incubators.
Greg Saulmon’s photographs have appeared in exhibits at the Forbes Library and have been featured in the
New York Daily News, the Springfield Republican and Edible Pioneer Valley. On Thursday, June 9 from 6:00 to
8:00 p.m. meet Greg Saulmon at his opening reception. Admission to the gallery $3
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WISTARIAHURST MUSEUM
Upcoming Events Spring & Summer 2011
May Gallery Exhibition – Amy “BannerQueen” Johnquest Presents: Ride the Big One
Garnering her influences from the history of sideshows and carnivals, Amy ʺBannerQueenʺ Johnquest creates paintings that play with
double entendres through the language of signage. Works on view through May 30. Admission to the gallery $3

Thursday, May 5 at 5:00 p.m. – Gallery Talk and Opening Reception for Ride the Big One
Meet Amy “BannerQueen” Johnquest when the artist will be giving a brief gallery talk about her art and, in particular, the stories
behind the work on display in her ʺRide the Big Oneʺ exhibition. An opening reception to kick off the show will follow at 5:30.
Admission to gallery $3

Thursdays in May and June at 10:00 a.m. – Stress Free with Tai Chi
Join Instructor Heather Duncan at Wistariahurst for a 45 minute session of Tai Chi, a practice with many health benefits including
alleviating tension and stress. Drop‐ins and beginners welcome. Dates are May 5, 12, 17, 26 & June 2, 9, 16. Please call the museum to
sign‐up. $10 per class

Saturday, May 7 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. – “Box City” Architecture Youth Program
The “Box City” Architecture Program is a fun way for youth to learn and apply the basic elements of architecture, urban planning,
civics and social studies. Bring a bag lunch. Please call the museum to make a reservation. $9 per participant

Sunday, May 8 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. – Mother’s Day Tea
Celebrate Mother’s Day in the ambient atmosphere of Belle Skinner’s Music Room with tea, crepes and pastries provided by Crepes
Tea House of West Springfield. Classical guitarist Margaret Lach will provide music for this elegant occasion. $25 per person/ $20
seniors & children under 12. Please call the museum to make a reservation

Wednesday, May 11 at 6:30 p.m. – Garden Talk: What’s New in Peonies
Discover new developments in that old garden standby the peony including new varieties of herbaceous peonies, tree peonies, and
the new ITOH hybrids (intersectional peonies that are a cross between herbaceous or “brush” peonies and tree peonies.) All talks are a
$5 donation to benefit the garden restoration at Wistariahurst Museum

Saturday, May 14 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. – Annual Wistariahurst Gardeners’ Plant Sale
Wistariahurst Gardeners share the bounty of their gardens with plants starting at $1 each and up including houseplants, herbs,
annuals, perennials, shrubs and more! Coffee and pastries will be for sale at this rain or shine event. Free Admission

Sunday, May 15 at 3:00 p.m. – New Valley Singers Concert Performance
Enjoy a beautiful afternoon of music amid the gorgeous blooming wisteria with the New Valley Singers, a local chorus group that has
performed throughout the Pioneer Valley for over 35 years. Admission $7

Sunday, May 29 at 3:00 p.m. – Better Than One: Two Fortepianos Concert Performance
Margaret Irwin‐Brandon and Monica Jakuc Leverett have known each other for more than 25 years, and have collaborated on two
fortepianos many times. They will present a program including sonatas by Mozart and J.C. Bach and J.S. Bach’s “Art of the Fugue.”
Please call the museum to make a reservation. Tickets $15

June Gallery Photography Exhibition: Full Employment: Major Employers in the Pioneer Valley, 1851‐2010
What does the evolution of the economic landscape look like? In this exhibition Greg Saulmon captures the sites of the Pioneer
Valley’s major employers, past and present through his photography. On view through June 27. Admission to the gallery $3

Wednesdays, June 1 & 15, July 6 & 20, August 3 & 17 at 6:00 p.m. – Wistariahurst Gardeners’ Plant Swaps
Bring a $2 donation and any type of labeled plant or plants, along with your own chair, and let the fun begin! Plant swaps are
presented by Wistariahurst Museum Gardeners and Western MA Master Gardeners

Saturday, June 4 at 9:00 a.m. – Yoga in the Gardens
Join VegaYoga Movement & Arts on the lawn at Wistariahurst for an invigorating and refreshing yoga session amidst the historic
gardens. Reservations encouraged. Fee $10

Sunday, June 5 at 3:00 p.m. – Carl Clements & Stephen Page Duo: Woodwind & Piano Performance
Over the past year Carl Clements and Stephen Page have cultivated a repertoire of music which mixes piano and multiple
woodwinds including North Indian bamboo flute, or bansuri, creating a distinctive and evocative sound that transcends genres.
Tickets $12/ $10 Seniors/Children 10 and under free

Wednesday, June 8 at 6:30 p.m. – Garden Talk: Water Gardening
Contained or Not! Water anywhere—tabletop, formal garden, or private glen! Master Gardener Ed Sourdiffe will share how‐to details
for your water garden in‐the‐making. Garden talks are a $5 donation to benefit the garden restoration at Wistariahurst
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Thursday, June 9 at 6:00 p.m. – Opening Reception of Full Employment: Major Employers in the Pioneer Valley
Meet photographer Greg Saulmon at the Opening Reception of his June exhibition. Admission to the gallery $3

Friday, June 10 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. – Classic Cars & Classic Music
The Holyoke Parks & Recreation and Wistariahurst Museum present a FREE night of live entertainment and fun for the whole family.
Guests will enjoy Frank Sinatra crooning melodies by the talented Patrick Tobin amongst antique autos on the beautiful Wistariahurst
grounds. Please bring your own lawn chair or blanket. Rain date Friday, June 17 at 6:00 p.m. FREE.

Saturday, June 11 – Bonsai Workshop: Session I for Advanced from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.;
Session II for Beginners from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
A Bonsai workshop instructed by Geoffrey Holmes will demonstrate techniques like pruning, root reduction, potting, defoliation, and
grafting to produce small trees that mimic the shape and style of mature, full‐sized trees. Please call the museum for reservations as space
is limited. Fee $30 tree provided

Sunday, June 12 at 3:00 p.m. – The David Bartley Quartet Jazz Concert Performance
David Bartley and friends will play swinging jazz standards, pre‐WWII American Songbook selections, ballads, and blues from the
1930ʹs to the 1970ʹs. Tickets $10 / $8 students & seniors

Saturday, June 25 from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. – Skinner Family Legacy in the Pioneer Valley Tour
Join the curators of Wistariahurst and the J.A. Skinner Museum for a jaunt around Holyoke and South Hadley to learn about the lives
of the Skinner Family. The program includes transportation and tours of various Skinner venues including Wistariahurst, The Skinner
Chapel, and the J.A. Skinner Museum. Please call the museum to make a reservation. Tickets $25, $20 for students and seniors

July Gallery – The Way We See: Collaborative Works by Miriam B. Shafer and the CARE Center, Holyoke
Miriam Shafer has organized the photography program at the CARE Center since 2010. This exhibition explores both camera
mechanics and conceptual explorations of photo making, as a means of self expression and story‐telling. Works on view through July
31. Admission to the gallery $3

July 13 at 6:30 p.m. – Garden Talk: What Grandmother Grew
Master Gardener Margaret Larson will discuss why heirloom vegetables are so popular, how they compare with hybrids, how to find
the best sources, and how to save your own seeds. Garden talks are a $5 donation to benefit the garden restoration at Wistariahurst

Friday, July 15 at 6:00 p.m. – Opening Reception for The Way We See: Collaborative Works by Miriam B. Shafer and
Students from the CARE Center, Holyoke
View the collection of photographs selected by Miriam Shafer, the curator of the exhibit. Admission to the gallery $3

Saturday, July 16 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. – Victorian Game Day
During Victorian times, as summer neared, young children flocked to parks and lawns for games. Take a step outside, and back in
time at Wistariahurst with rounds of croquet, the ever‐popular “Graces”, and kite flying! Game day is rain or shine, with games
subject to change in the event of rain. Please call the museum to make a reservation. FREE, donations accepted

Sunday, July 24 at 2:00 p.m. – Sweet Sounds of Summer
Unwind on a summer afternoon with music from members of the string and wind ensembles of the Holyoke Civic Symphony, which
has been playing concerts locally since its inception 45 years ago. Tickets $5

Thursday, July 28 at 6:00 p.m. – Summer Garden Concert: The Holyoke Summer Strings 2011 Program
The Summer Strings Program will perform an array of folk, classical and pop music in the charming atmosphere of the Wistariahurst
gardens. Please bring your own lawn chair or blanket. In the occurrence of rain, the concert will take place inside the Wistariahurst
Music Room. Free, donations accepted

Saturday, July 30 at 9:00 a.m. – Yoga in the Gardens
Whether learning Tree Pose, Extended Triangle Pose, or Warrior, one will be refreshed by the happiness and new self exploration felt
after an hour of yoga with VegaYoga Movement & Arts. Reservations encouraged. Fee $10

Wednesday, August 10 at 6:30 p.m. – Garden Talk: Hypertufa for Beginners
With a mixture of cement, peat moss, perlite and water you’ll learn how to create a hypertufa container in a demonstration by Master
Gardener Debra Hamm. Garden talks are a $5 donation to benefit the garden restoration at Wistariahurst

Friday, August 12 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. – Summertime Beer Garden
Bring a lawn chair or blanket and join us for an evening in the gardens sponsored by Liquors44. Sample libations and listen to the Ted
Wirt Jazz Quintet playing jazz favorites and old standards out on the lawn. This is a rain or shine event. Tickets in advance $25 each/$40
per couple; $30 each/$50 per couple at the door

Saturday, August 20 at 9:00 a.m. – Yoga in the Gardens
Join VegaYoga Movement & Arts on the lawn at Wistariahurst for an invigorating and refreshing yoga session amidst the historic
gardens. Reservations encouraged. Fee $10
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