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News from Wistariahurst Museum
Wistariahurst Museum’s Preservation Goals of 2012
Efforts to maintain Wistariahurst as an elegant grand manor continue to be a priority with
an eye towards ongoing improvements. Much needed mason repairs to stairs, patio
walkways and stone columns have begun and preservation maintenance will continue in
the months ahead. Site improvements include work on the original granite bench that
invites guests to enjoy a seat within the
garden. The cracks have been sealed and
the herringbone bricks on which the seat
rests have been reset, adding a new
vibrancy to the landscape.
Plaster repairs to Belle’s magnificent music
hall are also underway to restore the room
to its historic beauty. Through community
support and with financial assistance we
are consistently taking steps toward
improvements of this historic property. The
elements that give Wistariahurst its distinct character
continue to stand out and we strive to do our best to be
able to preserve and share this historical treasure.

Grant Awarded for Carlos Vega
Collection of Latino History
MassHumanities recently awarded Wistariahurst
Museum a Research Inventory Grant to begin archival
processing of the Carlos Vega Collection of Latino History in Holyoke. Archival processing work
entails inventorying, cataloging, rehousing, and describing all of the materials and then creating a
finding aid to assist researchers in navigating the collection.
Archivist Emily Toder has been selected to do the inventory. Toder holds a MLS from Simmons
College, an MA and Postgraduate degree in Literary Translation in Spanish, and an MFA in creative
writing from UMASS. She is a project archivist on the W.E.B. Dubois Digitization project at the
UMASS Amherst Special Collections and University Archives. Her up‐to‐date knowledge of archival
and museum standards, in conjunction with her language knowledge, will be helpful in
communicating cultural and language subtleties of the material.
The Grant committee stated that they look forward to the future research and public programming
that will result from this inventory. Wistariahurst Museum’s goal is to make the materials available to
the public through an online finding aid. We expect the collection will be used by educators, students,
artists, historians, and the public at large.
Wistariahurst Museum
238 Cabot Street, Holyoke, MA 01040
413‐322‐5660 www.wistariahurst.org

I Love Wine! A Wine Tasting to Benefit Wistariahurst
Friday, February 10 from 6 to 8 p.m.
Learn about wine, try new flavors and meet new friends at Wistariahurst’s annual
“I Love Wine Event.” Don’t miss this fun and flavorful evening! Light refreshments will be
provided. All proceeds will benefit Wistariahurst Museum. The event is sponsored by Liquors 44
and Historic Holyoke at Wistariahurst. Reservations necessary. Advance tickets are $25 each/$40 couple;
Door admission is $30 each/$50 couple

The Chamber Music Society at Wistariahurst presents:

Aventuras Latinas: Music Across Borders
Sunday, February 12 at 3 p.m.
Wistariahurst will host the return of the Societyʹs fine musicians to
perform fresh pieces of music and one repeat masterpiece: Heitor Villa
Lobosʹ Bachianas Brasileiras No. 5, a haunting and hummable piece for
soprano and eight cellos that is rarely heard in live performance—
presumably because eight cellos arenʹt easy to round up. Astrid Schween,
professor of cello at UMASS Amherst and a nationally acclaimed cello
soloist, will lead the piece with seven of her students, with the radiant
soprano, Junko Watanabe, again as the soloist. The program will also
feature Duo Fusiòn, the flute and guitar team of Sarah Swersey and Joe Belmont, in Pujolʹs dancing Suite Buenos
Aires. The distinguished Argentina‐born pianist Estela Olevsky will perform solo piano works by A. Ginastera,
and Ms. Olevsky and Ms Schween will collaborate in A. Piazzollaʹs passionate Gran Tango. As a finale, the
UMASS cello ensemble under Ms. Schween will perform the first two movements of Villa Lobosʹ Bachianas
Brasileiras. No. 1. Why did WFCRʹs classical music host John Montanari recently refer to the Chamber Societyʹs
concerts as ʺa New England musical pleasure?ʺ You can find out on February 12, when the pleasure will have a hot
Latin flavor! Tickets are $20, please call to make a reservation as seating is limited.

Tango at Wistariahurst

Friday, March 23 from 7 p.m.

The illustrious tango dance halls of Golden Age Buenos Aires come to life at Wistariahurst on Friday, March 23.
Our evening immersion into this captivating social dance will begin with an introductory tango lesson, taught
by local instructor, Veronika
Kruta, from 7:00 ‐ 8:00 p.m.
Following the lesson the floor
will be open to dancers of all
levels. Dancing will continue
until 11:00 p.m., with a break for
world‐renowned guest
performers, Nick Jones and
Diana Cruz. Come to learn,
dance and enjoy a delightful
experience in the setting of
Wistariahurst. Golden Age
(1930’s and 40’s) costume or
elegant attire is encouraged.
Light refreshment will be
served. Please call in advance to
reserve your spot.
Admission as follows:
$30 for entire evening
$20 dancing and performance only
$12 lesson only

WISTARIAHURST MUSEUM
Upcoming Events Spring 2012
January Gallery Exhibition – Matt Evald Johnson : Recent Figurations
Having shown his work throughout New England, Matt Johnson will bring his carved steel pieces to Holyoke’s Wistariahurst
Museum. Johnson’s work is heavily inspired by the urban/industrial scene. His use of reclaimed materials from the urban
environment explores the assemblage and manipulation of raw material. On display through end of January.
Admission to the gallery $3
Friday, January 6 from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. – Artist Opening Reception of Matt Evald Johnson: Recent Figurations
Join us for a talk with Matt Johnson at 5:30, followed by a reception of his carved steel sculpture gallery. Admission to the gallery $3
Monday, January 16 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. – Girl Scout Program: Folk Arts
Learn the techniques of telling a fascinating tale at Wistariahurst Museum during this inspiring workshop! Activities include
viewing examples of portraits painted several decades ago. Participants will learn the different ways artists and family
members used to tell the story of a family. Scouts will discover how to figure out the story behind a picture and apply their
own ancestral details when creating a portrait of their own family. Reservations are required. $7 per scout
Sunday, January 29, at 2:00 p.m. – ʺThe Skinner Family Gift to Holyoke; 100 Years Youngʺ
The Skinner Chapel at the United Congregational Church will celebrate its centennial in February. Join church historian Rev.
Art Stanley as he shares the story about this Skinner Family Gift to Holyoke and reveals the remarkable and beautiful
architecture contained within its walls. Suggested donation $5
February Gallery Exhibition – VISUAL (Ventures in Science Using Art Laboratory)
VISUAL is an outreach program at the University of Massachusetts Amherst based on the premise that the visual arts provide
an effective means to educate and stimulate the general public as well as students of all ages on the importance of scientific
research in our everyday lives. Each captivating image is a direct experimental result from research conducted on the Amherst
campus or at its partner institutions. Admission to the gallery $3
Thursday, February 2 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. – Opening Reception of VISUAL (Ventures in Science Using Art Laboratory)
Learn more about the art in our February gallery as well as the experiments behind them at a light reception.
Admission to the gallery $3
Sunday, February 5 at 2:00 p.m. – Cantible 10th Anniversary Concert
Name that tune! The music on the program is a mixture of the sacred and secular, combining mass movements and the secular
tunes they were based upon. Composers include Josquin, Ockeghem, Isaac, Palestrina and many other masters of the
Renaissance. Special guests playing an array of Renaissance‐style string and wind instruments will join Cantible for a sound
and texture treat. Tickets $15
Friday, February 10 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. – I Love Wine! A Wine Tasting to Benefit Wistariahurst
Learn about wine, try new flavors and meet new friends at Wistariahurst’s annual “I Love Wine Event.” Don’t miss this fun
and flavorful evening! Light refreshments will be provided. All proceeds will benefit Wistariahurst Museum. The event is
sponsored by Liquors 44 and Historic Holyoke at Wistariahurst. Reservations necessary.
Advance tickets are $25 each/$40 couple; Door admission is $30 each/$50 couple
Saturday, February 11 from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. – Victorian Valentines Workshop
View actual examples of antique valentines for inspiration during this fun and creative program that will inspire the artist in
everyone. Come to this festive event and make some of your own valentines to send to special friends, family and sweethearts.
Reservations are suggested. $5 per person
Sunday, February 12 at 3:00 p.m. – Chamber Music Society at Wistariahurst: Aventuras Latinas
The Chamber Music Society will branch out from its usual territory to present a program of music from, or inspired by, Latin
America in their second annual concert Aventuras Latinas. Tickets $20
Monday, February 20 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. – Girl Scout Program: My Heritage
Your heritage is not just a city, state or country. The roots of your family should be explored and celebrated! Take a trip to
Wistariahurst to document what you already know about your family and their heritage, and discover ways to find out more.
Scouts will learn what kinds of questions to ask their elders, how to record stories and lessons, and what significance their
names may hold. Fulfills badge requirements, patch not included. Reservations required. $10 per scout, cost covers materials
Monday, February 20 at 6:00 p.m. – Historical Lecture Series: The History of Mortality in the Valley
Professor emeritus Alan C. Swedlund (UMASS) will share his research into diaries, letters, newspapers, and other sources to
tell the story of mortality in the Connecticut Valley. He will identify epidemics, causes of death and mourning rituals from the
18th and 19th centuries. The lecture will be accompanied by historical images from the Pioneer Valley. Suggested donation $5
Monday, March 5 at 6:00 p.m. – Historical Lecture Series: Finding a Place of Origin for Your Irish Ancestor
Anyone who has an Irish ancestor in their family tree is usually eager to find out just where in Ireland they came from. This can
be a difficult task for researchers. Lisa Dougherty’s presentation will focus on sources to use here in the United States to help
identify a place of origin for your Irish ancestor, and hopefully help further your research in Ireland. Suggested donation $5

Saturday, March 10 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.; 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. – Pisanki Workshop
Carol Kostecki will lead a hands‐on demonstration of making pisanki in the art of dying eggs for a traditional Easter holiday.
Appropriate for adults and children 12 and up. Reservations necessary. $35 per person
Monday, March 12 at 6:00 p.m. – Remarkable Women Series: Helen Storrow and the Creation of her New England Village
Dennis Picard will discuss Helen Storrow, a woman whose influence and legacy can be seen to this day in the “New England
Village” she created at the Eastern States Exposition. After Helen’s death, the Village was renamed in her honor, “Storrowton.”
Hear about the life and times of this amazing woman. Suggested Donation $5
Wednesday, March 14 at 6:30 p.m. – Gardening at Wistariahurst : An Introduction
Join us for an introductory meeting. Information regarding the Wistariahurst Garden Restoration will be provided as well as a
chance to sign up to volunteer for garden workdays. Presented by Wistariahurst Museum Gardeners and Western Mass Master
Gardeners.
March 17 & 18 – The museum will be closed these dates for the St. Patrick’s Day celebration in Holyoke.
Monday, March 19 at 6:00 p.m. – Remarkable Women Series: Women’s Work: Mary Pynchon to Rosie the Riveter
From suspected witches and pioneer suffragists to social reformers and industrial executives, Fran Gagnon of the Springfield
Museums will present a program focusing on area women and their varied roles in shaping Western Massachusetts.
Suggested donation $5
Friday, March 23 from 7:00 to 11:00 p.m. – Tango at Wistariahurst
The illustrious tango dance halls of Golden Age Buenos Aires come to life at Wistariahurst! Our evening immersion into this
captivating social dance will begin with an introductory tango lesson, taught by local instructor, Veronika Kruta. Following the
lesson, the floor will be open to dancers of all levels, with a break for world‐renowned guest performers, Nick Jones and Diana
Cruz. Costume of the age (1930’s and 40’s) or elegant attire is encouraged. Light refreshment will be served. Reservations
required. Tickets $30 for entire evening/ $20 dancing and performance only/ $12 lesson only
Monday, March 26 at 6:00 p.m. – Remarkable Women Series: Seeing New Englandly
Terry Allen, editor and writer, will give an informal talk about the life and work of the poet Emily Dickinson (1830‐1886).
Illustrating the talk will be excerpts from the film Seeing New Englandly, which provides rarely seen historical photographs and
view of the Connecticut Valley of Dickinson’s day. Suggested donation $5
Saturday March 31 at 10:00 a.m. – Bonsai Repotting Demonstration with Geoffrey Holmes
Internationally renowned bonsai artist, Geoffrey Holmes, returns to Wistariahurst to demonstrate repotting techniques for
bonsai plants. Holmes will discuss the basic elements such as balance, proportion, style, and will field questions from the
audience as he demonstrates. Plants, pots, kits and stands will be available for sale. Reservations suggested. Admission $10
Monday, April 2 at 6:00 p.m. – Historical Lecture Series: Lewis Hine Project: Tracking Down the Lives of Child Laborers
For the past six years, Joe Manning has been identifying some of the more than 5,000 child laborers that were photographed in
the early 1900s by Lewis Hine, and then tracking down and interviewing their descendants. Manning will show these historic
photographs, tell the stories of the children, and talk about the process of searching for descendants. Suggested donation $5
Monday, April 9 at 6:00 p.m. – Remarkable Women Series: Martha Leonard and Her Life in the Valley
Martha Leonard was a pioneer contributing to the earliest beginnings of the Pioneer Valley. Born in Springfield in 1649, she
lived in a complex and dangerous time. She, with her little girls, was snatched away into bondage and her story has never been
told. Martha Leonard’s story will be told by her 8 th great‐grandson, speaker Ralmon Jon Black. Suggested donation $5
Monday, April 16 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. – Girl Scout Program: Art in 3‐D
Join us to discover what Art in 3‐D is, and view several pieces of such artwork! Participants will discover origami techniques,
learn the difference between mobiles and stabiles, as well as create their own work of art. Reservations required. $10 per scout
Monday, April 16 at 6:00 p.m. ‐ Remarkable Women Series: Learning in Mrs. Towne’s House
Author, teacher, and poet, Tzivia Gover, will share her discoveries about Holyoke’s Elizabeth Towne (1865‐1960), an early
suffragist and leader of the New Thought movement. Towne set out on her own as an unwed mother and created a magazine
that went on to become the nation’s leading New Thought journal—the Nautilus. Suggested donation $5
Monday, April 23 at 6:00 p.m. – Remarkable Women Series: Madeline Yale Wynne, Emily Miller and the Arts and Crafts movement in Deerfield
Barb Matthews’ and Darlene Marshall’s presentation focuses on a ʹbandʹ of women whose inspired creations drew thousands of
tourists to Old Deerfield each summer at the turn of the 20th century and transformed a community into a center of the Arts and
Crafts movement. Suggested donation $5
Friday, April 27 from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.— Wistariahurst’s 8th Annual Gala Event: A Black and White Masquerade!
Don your mask and most elegant black & white attire for a festive evening featuring fine food, live music, libations and plenty
of cheer all for a good cause – raising funds to benefit the Museum. A portion of the evening will be dedicated to a Silent
Auction. Tickets are $30 in advance and $35 at the door
Monday, April 30 at 6:00 p.m. – Remarkable Women Series: Two Westfield Women—Tales of 2 Lives, 2 Houses and 2 Husbands
Join Betty Sharpe, author and educator in this readersʹ theatre/drama/lecture about Two Women of Westfield based on one diary
and one reminiscence. This amusing, poignant and fun program engages the audience and brings historic words to life.
Suggested donation $5

Wistariahurst Invites Gardeners
to Join Efforts
Wednesday, March 14 at 6:30 p.m.
Community involvement and interest in the Wistariahurst landscape
over the past few years has focused on restoration and rejuvenation of
the grounds and gardens. Wistariahurst Museum and Gardens
exemplify an early 20th Century American estate. Through
preservation and restoration efforts, the gardens have become a
public showpiece, visibly inspiring and beautiful. Our goal is to
restore important sections of the grounds to their 1928 appearance and to rehabilitate other areas such as the
rose gardens and tea garden. Dedicated volunteer gardeners are creating an inspiring urban green space by
restoring the landscape to reflect the breathtaking gardens and grounds Belle Skinner worked so attentively to
sculpt. Their generous contributions are reflective of continued commitment to help the community preserve
and maintain this historic property.
Are you interested in helping to create a productive, beautiful, well‐maintained garden? The Wistariahurst
gardens offer an opportunity for new and experienced gardeners to work alongside Master Gardeners and
Holyoke Wistariahurst Gardeners in the restoration and improvement of the gardens and landscape. The
primary goal is education and enjoyment of gardening. An introductory meeting will be held to provide
information on the Garden Restoration and garden workdays at Wistariahurst for interested volunteers. Save
the date and plan to attend on Wednesday, March 14 at 6:30 p.m. We’d love to see you there!

Repotting Your Bonsai Plant
A Demonstration by Geoffrey Holmes
Saturday, March 31 at 10 a.m.
Early spring is the appropriate time for repotting, so don’t miss this timely
demonstration. Internationally renown bonsai artist, Geoffrey Holmes,
returns to Wistariahurst to demonstrate potting techniques for bonsai
plants. Holmes will discuss the basic elements such as balance,
proportion, style, and he will field questions from the audience.
Techniques will be applicable for those who have previously created bonsai plants and
now wish to pot in a decorative container. Plants, pots, kits and stands will be available
for sale. Reservations suggested. Admission $10

Don’t Miss the 9th Annual
Wistariahurst Gardeners’ Plant Sale!
Saturday May 19th from 9 to 1 p.m.
Join the Western Massachusetts Master Gardeners and the Wistariahurst
Gardeners at their annual plant sale Saturday, May 19th from 9 a.m. to 1p.m. on
the west lawn. The gardeners will be sharing the bounty of their gardens with the
gardening public. All plants will be for sale at $1 each & up. There will be house
plants, annuals, perennials, shrubs and trees, along with some heirloom roses,
from old‐fashioned to hybrids, various daylilies that will bloom all summer,
unusual Echinacea coneflowers, and much, much more. We encourage you to
bring your own wagons or carts to make carrying purchases more convenient.
Master Gardeners will be on hand to conduct soil tests for $1 per sample and will
be available to answer your gardening questions.

Historic Lecture Series:

Remarkable Women of the Pioneer Valley
Lectures take place on Monday evenings at 6 p.m. in the Carriage House.
Wistariahurst Museum will present a series of lectures showcasing accomplishments and
contributions of area historic women in arenas such as arts, literature, science and industry.
This series was inspired by the Pioneer Valley History Network (PVHN) and their creation of a
web‐based project designed to highlight scores of amazing Valley Women throughout history and
their stories. The PVHN is a great resource for local historic organizations. For more information visit
http://pvhn2.wordpress.com. All lectures are free and open to the public, yet a donation of $5 per
person per lecture is greatly appreciated
Some of the featured Remarkable Women are Helen Storrow; Mary Pynchon; Emily
Dickinson; Martha Leonard; Elizabeth Towne; Madeline Wynn and Ellen Miller; Orra White
Hitchcock and other groups of women who had an impact on their communities. Please refer to the Upcoming
Events on page 4 and 5 for dates and details

Wistariahurst Seeks Volunteer Docents
Among our most dedicated corps of volunteers are the museum interpreters or docents who lead museum tours
for visitors of all ages. The museum is currently seeking volunteers who are interested in giving guided tours of
Wistariahurst to share its unique history with visitors. Wistariahurst Museum’s docent program upholds and
furthers our mission by welcoming and creating a positive, engaging museum experience for our visitors;
interacting with visitors in a respectful and responsive way which inspires a deeper interest in and appreciation
of history. The museum will offer a training course which will provide potential docents with basic information
needed to interpret the museum for the visiting public. Docents assist in many museum activities including
leading tours, educating visiting school groups and conducting group tours. Those interested must be outgoing,
articulate, have a positive attitude and be willing to commit time each month to serve as a docent at the museum.
Becoming a docent can be a truly rewarding experience. The training course will consist of 2 introductory
sessions to be held Monday, February 6th and Monday, February 13th, both from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. Interested
candidates should contact Wistariahurst for further information about the training and to obtain application
materials at (413) 322‐5660.

YOUTH PROGRAMS
Folk Arts Monday, January 16 from 1 to 3 p.m.
Learn the techniques of telling a fascinating tale at Wistariahurst Museum during this
inspiring workshop! Activities include viewing examples of portraits painted several decades
ago and learning the different ways artists and family members used to tell the story of a
family. Scouts will discover how to figure out the story behind a picture and apply their own
ancestral details when creating a portrait of their family. Reservations are required. $7 per scout

My Heritage Monday, February 20 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Your heritage is not just a city, state or country. The roots of your family should be explored and
celebrated! Take a trip to Wistariahurst to document what you already know about your family and
their heritage, and discover ways to find out more. Scouts will have the chance to learn what kinds of
questions to ask their elders, how to record stories and lessons, and what significance their names may
hold. Fulfills badge requirements, patch not included. Reservations required.
$10 per scout, cost covers materials

Art in 3-D Monday, April 16 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Wistariahurst Museum has been host to many different artistic styles in the past.
Join us to discover what Art in 3‐D is and view several pieces of such artwork!
Participants will get to discover origami techniques, learn the difference
between mobiles and stabiles, as well as create their own. $10 per scout

