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News from Wistariahurst Museum

Wistariahurst is Blooming!
The wisteria is in bloom and
Belle Skinner’s rose gardens are
flourishing as the volunteer
gardeners continue to re‐create an
inspiring urban setting by
restoring the landscape and
gardens that surround the estate.
The well‐cared for grounds reflect
the community’s commitment to
maintain the site as a beautiful
public space.
Enhancements to this historic property and efforts focused on preservation and restoration have been at
the forefront of our mission and support campaigns. The restored Carriage House is a testament of our
endeavors to ensure that Wistariahurst continues to thrive well into the future. This spring, the Secretary of
the Commonwealth and the Massachusetts Historical Commission is recognizing the restoration and
adaptive reuse of the Wistariahurst Carriage House with a 2010 Preservation Award. This acknowledgment
reflects an appreciation of the efforts and the dedicated commitment of Wistariahurst to help preserve the
Commonwealth’s valuable historic properties. Wistariahurst continues to
serve the region as a museum, a center for learning and a place of artistic
endeavor.
Improvements to Wistariahurst will continue over the next several
months. Under the leadership and direction of Historic Holyoke at
Wistariahurst, and with tremendous support and financial contributions
from our patrons and supporters – the goal of raising $100,000 was
successfully accomplished. We look forward to a productive summer to
prepare the house and re‐paint the worn clapboards of Wistariahurst.
We hope that you will take an opportunity this summer to visit and
enjoy the gardens and programming at Wistariahurst. Please continue to
support our efforts to restore and preserve this valuable historical site.
Opportunities for giving can be found within our newsletter and on our
website under Support Us.
Wistariahurst Museum
238 Cabot Street, Holyoke, MA 01040
413‐322‐5660 www.wistariahurst.org

New Research Hours for
the Archives
Mondays 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Thursdays 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Beginning in May the Research Archives at
Wistariahurst Museum will be open for researchers to
use materials in the collections. Penni Martorell,
Holyoke City Historian and Curator at Wistariahurst
will be available for research assistance.
Two collections of historical documents and
artifacts are available for use: The Holyoke Collection
and the Skinner Family Collection. The Holyoke
Collection contains photos, maps, blueprints,
memorabilia of Holyoke and some surrounding towns.
The Skinner Family Collection contains maps,
Wistariahurst Museum Archives
blueprints, architectural drawings of homes and other
buildings owned by the Skinners as well as scrapbooks, photos, clothing, memorabilia of the family and products
of the William Skinner & Sons Manufacturers.
Patrons are encouraged to come and view the archives for educational and recreational purposes but are
reminded that there are a few simple operating procedures that guests will need to observe in order to keep the
Archives well maintained for future generations to learn from and enjoy.
If you have specific research requests or wish to make an appointment, you can reach the Archives at
413‐322‐5660 x 5169, or by email to martorellp@ci.holyoke.ma.us.

Researchers and Lovers of Local History…
Come Learn How to Use the Research Archives
Monday evening, June 14 from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Wistariahurst Museum Curator, Penni Martorell will lead a workshop in the Carriage House introducing the
Archives to interested researchers. Participants will learn about what the collections contain, why archives are
important, what researchers can expect when using the archives, and how to read primary source documents. This
workshop is Free and open to the public but limited to 15 participants. Please register by calling 413‐322‐5660.

High Dynamic Range
Photography Workshop
Saturday, July 10 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Local photographer Fred LeBlanc will lead a seminar designed to demystify
the High Dynamic Range process. HDR is a set of photography and
computer techniques that allow a greater range of light between the lightest
and darkest areas of an image. In this HDR workshop, participants will be
inspired by Wistariahurst’s historic setting and unique architectural features as LeBlanc demonstrates how to have
total control over the dynamic range of the final photographic image and will include a post processing studio
workshop session. Please register by calling 413‐322‐5660 Fee $75 per person, lunch included.

Painting with Wool:
An Introduction to Felt Making
Saturday, May 8 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
The Museum will host a workshop with local felt maker Sue K. McFarland. In this
workshop participants will learn to make flat felt, beads and ropes. The workshop will
include a short history of felt making and a display of objects illustrating the different felt making techniques.
The program is supported in part by a grant from the Holyoke Cultural Council, a local agency which is
supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.
A hand weaver since 1982, Sue McFarland has expanded her fiber repertoire to include both two‐
dimensional and three‐dimensional felt work. In 2004, she apprenticed with felt maker Christine White, author
of Uniquely Felt (Storey Publishing, 2007). Sue has sold her work at retail fairs and select galleries in MA, CT and
VT and conducts workshops incorporating the fiber arts for K‐12 students, adults and educators. She has been
published in the Interweave Press journal Hand‐woven for her chenille tapestry scarves and her design for felted
and needle woven Temari (Japanese thread balls) ornaments. Her goal is to create aesthetically intriguing
objects that are also functional.
The workshop is designed for adults and children over 12. Materials and equipment will be provided. Please
register by calling 413‐322‐5660. Fee $10

An Evening with the Boston String Quartet
Friday, June 18 at 7:00 p.m.

This spring, Wistariahurst welcomes the Boston String Quartet to the Music Room for an evening of eclectic
sounds. Since its formation in 2004, the Boston String Quartet has been a leader in contemporary classical music in
New England. The quartet performs classical chamber music, rock, jazz, world music and more.
The Quartet has collaborated with John Mayer, Jennifer Holiday, the Boston Ballet amongst other notables, and
has performed sold out performances at Boston’s Symphony Hall and the Los Angeles Music Awards. Four
albums have been produced by the Boston String Quartet. Their repertoire includes songs ranging from popular
Nirvana titles to The Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy. Boston String Quartet is currently Ensemble‐in‐Residence at the
contemporary music school, School of Groove. The members of the quartet are Christopher Vuk, First Violinist;
Sharon Cohen, Second Violinist; Chen Lin, Violist; and Cellist Loewi Lin.
The Boston String Quartet can be heard on the radio as well as in live performances on local television stations
and nationally on PBS. You won’t want to miss the opportunity to hear them live at Wistariahurst!
Tickets $15, $10 seniors and students

Wistariahurst Museum
SPRING & SUMMER 2010
May Gallery Exhibit – Annual Exhibition: Holyoke Creative Arts Center
Wistariahurst welcomes back the Holyoke Creative Arts Center for its annual artists’ exhibition. Works on view through May.
Admission $3
Saturday, May 1 at 3:00 p.m. – New Valley Singers Concert
See the wisteria in bloom and listen to the New Valley Singers. The local chorus has been performing popular music for over
35 years in the Pioneer Valley and is led by director Anita Cooper. This concert is sure to be a crowd pleaser! Tickets $7
Sunday, May 2 at 3:00 p.m. – Chamber Music at Wistariahurst: Friends and Lovers
Spend the afternoon in Belle Skinner’s Music Room listening to romantic music by the three great romantic composers:
Clara Schumann, Robert Schumann and Johannes Brahms. Performers include Monica Jakuc Leverett, piano; Jean
Jeffries, horn; David Perkins, baritone; Jane Hanson, mezzo‐soprano; Laura Jenkins, soprano; and members of the
Schubertians chorus, directed by Jane Hanson. Free refreshments at intermission. Tickets $15
Wednesday, May 5 at 6:00 p.m. – Historical Perspectives: Local Author Dick Towne
Dick Towne will give a talk focusing on “Nothing But Our Best”: A Holyoke Industrialist & His Company ‐ his new book
documenting the history of the National Blank Book Company in Holyoke. Copies of the book will be available to buy
and be signed by Mr. Towne. Admission $5
Friday, May 7 from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. – Opening Reception: Holyoke Creative Arts Center
Please join students, members, family and friends of the HCAC for a light reception and Awards Ceremony. Admission $3
Saturday, May 8 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. – Painting with Wool Workshop: An Introduction to Felt Making
Sue McFarland, local fiber artist, will present a workshop on the art of felt making at Wistariahurst. Participants will be
introduced to three basic wet felting techniques. The fee includes materials and handouts. The workshop will include a
short history of felt making and a display of objects illustrating the different felt making techniques. Reservations
required. Please call (413) 322‐5660. Fee $10 Adults and children over 12
Wednesday, May 12 at 6:30 p.m. – Garden Talk: Water Gardens
Master Gardener Liz Mongeau will demonstrate that by choosing appropriate containers, plants and pumps, you can
enjoy a lovely water garden amidst the sounds of tranquil water. Presented by Wistariahurst Museum Gardeners and Western
Mass Master Gardeners. $5 donation to benefit the garden restoration at Wistariahurst Museum
Saturday, May 15 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. – Wistariahurst Gardeners’ Annual Plant Sale
Join us on the West Lawn for the Seventh Annual Plant Sale! There will be houseplants, annuals, perennials, trees, shrubs, and
herbs, as well as soil testing by the Western Mass Master Gardeners. Plants for sale are $1 each and up. FREE
Saturday, May 22 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. – Holyoke Creative Arts Center Master Class
Holyoke Creative Arts Center Instructor Carol Aubrey will demonstrate techniques such as dry brushing, creating
texture and the importance of negative shapes in an introduction to watercolor painting. Admission $10
Sunday, May 23 from 2:30 to 4:00 p.m. – So, We Think You Can Dance!
Dance at Wistariahurst with the Massachusetts Academy of Ballet faculty and students as they teach an interactive
dance workshop for children. Wistariahurst will offer the workshop for children ages 4 to 12, no experience necessary.
The first hour children will learn dance through games, musical interpretation, and imagery. The last half‐hour MAB
students and workshop participants will perform. During the workshop adults may enjoy a guided tour of the museum
and then attend the dance performance. Reservations required. Please call (413) 322‐5660. Fee $10
Sunday, May 30 at 2:00 p.m. – Holyoke High School Madrigal Choir and Bell Choir Concert
Join us in Belle Skinner’s Music Room for an afternoon filled with song! The Holyoke High School Madrigal Choir and
Bell Choir return to Wistariahurst under the direction of Mark Todd with sounds of spring, inspiration and
enchantment! Free, donations accepted
June and July Gallery Exhibition ‐ Eyes on Reality‐ Still Life, Figure, and Landscape: Paintings by Dana Levin
The paintings selected for this exhibition span many years of the artistʹs development and consist of figure work, still
life, and landscape. These are not ʺsnapshotsʺ of everyday life, they are orchestrated images and compositions for the
viewers’ contemplation. Admission $3
Saturday, June 5 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. – Opening Reception: Paintings by Dana Levin
Come meet Dana Levin at the opening reception of Eyes on Reality ‐ Still Life, Figure, and Landscape: Paintings by Dana
Levin. Admission $3
Wednesday, June 9 at 6:30 p.m. – Cheapskate Gardening
Gardening without a lot of cash can be fun. Master Gardener Elaine Williamson will present her take on saving money
and discuss how you don’t need fancy tools and top‐of‐the‐line plants to plan your garden. Presented by Wistariahurst
Museum Gardeners and Western Mass Master Gardeners. $5 donation to benefit the garden restoration at Wistariahurst Museum

Monday, June 14 from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. – Researchers and Lovers of Local History: Learn How to Use the Archives
Wistariahurst Curator Penni Martorell will lead a workshop in the Museum’s Carriage House introducing the Archives.
Learn about the collections in the Wistariahurst Museum Archives, the importance of archives, and how to read primary
source documents. Reservations required. This workshop is open to the public but limited to 15 participants. Please
register by calling 413‐322‐5660. FREE
Friday, June 18 at 7:00 p.m. – Concert with The Boston String Quartet
The Boston String Quartet has been a leader in contemporary classical music in New England, performing classical
chamber music, rock, jazz, world music and more. Don’t miss the opportunity to hear them at Wistariahurst! Tickets $15/
$10 seniors and students
Saturday, June 19 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. – Life Drawing Master Class with Dana Levin
Artist Dana Levin will lead a master class in charcoal drawing. Participants will sketch from the posed figure amid the
beautiful architecture in Belle Skinner’s Music Room. Reservations required, class is limited to 15 students.
Please call (413) 322‐5660. Fee TBA
Monday June 21 at 6:00 p.m. ‐ Viewing of documentary Creating Holyoke: Voices of a Community
Come to Wistariahurst for Movie Night – to learn about the unique history of Holyoke. Enjoy the past and the present as
you experience interviews with local leaders, business owners, entrepreneurs, artists and young people in this new
documentary on the City of Holyoke. Refreshments will be served. Admission by donation
Thursday, June 24 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. – Live Lawn Concert and Vintage Cars
Spend the evening on the grounds of Wistariahurst sponsored by the Holyoke Parks & Recreation Department. Antique
autos will be out for viewing and entertainment will feature live performances. Bring you own lawn chair or blanket.
Open to the public. Rain date of Friday, June 25 (same time) FREE
Sunday, July 4 – Museum Closed for Independence Day
Thursday, July 8 at 6:30 p.m. – Viewing of Mt. Nonotuck and the Eyrie House Hotel
In 1861, following the success of the hotel on the summit of Mount Holyoke across the river, William Street opened a
summit hotel on Mount Nonotuck and named it Eyrie House. Come and learn more about it! This film is produced and
narrated by local historian Robert Schwobe. Refreshments will be served. Admission by donation
Saturday, July 10 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. – Plant Your Feet in Gardening!
Youth will explore the historic gardens at Wistariahurst and learn the basic steps in gardening. Reservations required.
Please call (413) 322‐5660. Fee $7
Saturday, July 10 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. – High Dynamic Range Photography Workshop
HDR is a set of photography and computer techniques that allow a greater range of light between the lightest and
darkest areas of an image. In this HDR workshop, local photographer Fred LeBlanc will teach participants how to have
total control over the dynamic range of the final photographic image and will include a post processing studio
workshop session. Reservations required. Please call (413) 322‐5660. Fee $75 per person, lunch included
Wednesday, July 14 – Garden Talk: Hypertufa Too!
Hypertufa creates the look of stone in your garden, without the weight. Master Gardener Mary Morse will provide the basic
recipe and a how‐to demonstration with creative suggestions for hypertufa garden decoration. Presented by Wistariahurst
Museum Gardeners and Western Mass Master Gardeners. $5 donation to benefit the garden restoration at Wistariahurst Museum
Wednesday, August 11 – Garden Talk: Shade Gardening
Shade gardening can be a challenge. Master Gardener Nancy DʹAmato will discuss how to pick plants for a lush oasis
away from the glare of the sun. Presented by Wistariahurst Museum Gardeners and Western Mass Master Gardeners. $5 donation
to benefit the garden restoration at Wistariahurst Museum
Friday, August 13 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. – Beer Tasting & Bluegrass
Join us for an evening of Bluegrass and Beer sponsored by Liquors44. From the first sip and the initial sensation to the aroma of
hops or coffee, beer tasting can be rewarding as one works through the aspects of the brew! While sampling the offered
libations, listen to “Shingle the Roof: Old Time String Band” play a repertoire drawn from the various mother lodes of roots
music including old‐time, traditional country and early bluegrass, gospel, ragtime and blues. Sponsored in part by the Friends
of Wistariahurst. Tickets in advance $25 each/$40 per couple; $30 each/$50 per couple at the door
Saturday, August 21 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. – Hands‐on Bonsai with Artist Geoffrey P. Holmes
Bonsai uses cultivation techniques like pruning, root reduction, potting, defoliation, and grafting to produce small trees that
mimic the shape and style of mature, full‐sized trees. This workshop will be a hands‐on demonstration of the art of Bonsai
instructed by Holmes ‐ the Vice President of the Bonsai Society of Greater Hartford. Workshop limited to 6 to 12 participants;
tools will be provided. Reservations required. Please call (413) 322‐5660. Fee $15 with your own tree / $30 tree provided
Saturday, August 21 at 8:30 a.m. – Yoga in the Wistariahurst Gardens with Vega Yoga
Spend a summer morning in the historic gardens with an invigorating and refreshing yoga session! Reservations
encouraged. Please call (413) 322‐5660 Fee $12; refreshments included

Gallery Exhibition:
Eyes on Reality ‐ Still Life, Figure, and
Landscape: Paintings by Dana Levin
On display June 5 through July 31
This summer the Wistariahurst gallery will feature the work of artist Dana Levin. Dana
has received numerous awards and honors from prestigious national and international
juried shows and museums. She received a BFA from the acclaimed School of the Art
Institute of Chicago, where she learned to foster her creative thinking and apply that to
her work. Dana traveled to Florence, Italy to study at the rigorous Florence Academy of
Art and trained in the painting and drawing techniques of the Old Masters, where she
subsequently taught for several years. Her private study of realism oil painting has
taken her to museums throughout Europe, Britain, Russia, and across the United States.
The term Representational Art encompasses a vast range of painting: Photo‐realism,
Naturalism, Surrealism, Impressionism, etc. Some painters copy what they see and
present the viewer with exactly what their eyes took in, making no judgments. The
more ʺrealʺ the illusion, the more successful the painting. In contrast, Levin, who is trained as a classical realism
painter, feels it is the artist’s job to interpret, to repackage nature in order to give the viewer an alternate view of
reality. The painterʹs job is to enlighten, by allowing the viewer to see nature through the artists temperament.

Self Portrait in Green Vest,
oil on linen

The paintings selected for this exhibit span many years of the artist’s development and consist of figure work, still
life, and landscape. These are not ʺsnapshotsʺ of everyday life; they are orchestrated images and compositions for the
viewers’ contemplation.
An opening reception with the artist will take place on Saturday, June 5 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Admission to the gallery is $3

So, We Think You Can Dance!
Sunday, May 23 from 2:30 to 4:00 p.m.
Come dance at Wistariahurst in a collaboration with the Massachusetts Academy
of Ballet. Join MAB faculty and students as they teach an interactive dance workshop
for children in the historic Music Room at the museum. The dance workshop is
designed for children ages 4 to 12. All are welcome— no experience necessary! The
first hour children will learn dance through games, musical interpretation, and
imagery. The last half‐hour MAB students and workshop participants will
perform a sampling of what they have learned.
The Massachusetts Academy of Ballet is dedicated to educating Holyoke
and the surrounding communities about the art of Classical Ballet. MAB is
located in beautiful Open Square, of Holyoke. Artistic directors Rose and
Charles Flachs have danced professionally with the Nashville Ballet, Ballet West
and the Cincinnati Ballet.
The classes at the Massachusetts Academy of Ballet emphasize classical
ballet technique, musicality, artistry, and creativity. Students receive individual attention and discover that the joy of
studying classical ballet is learning how to accept a challenge, take a risk, achieve a personal goal and improve from
day to day. To learn more visit: www.massacademyofballet.com
During the workshop adults may enjoy a guided tour of the museum and then attend the dance performance.
Please register by calling 413‐322‐5660. Fee $10

Wistariahurst Gardens
Plant Sale
Saturday, May 15 from 9:00 a.m to 1:00 p.m.
Join us on the West Lawn for the Seventh Annual Plant Sale! There will
be house plants, annuals, perennials, shrubs and trees, along with some
roses, various Daylilies that will bloom all summer and much much more.
Master Gardeners will be on hand to conduct soil tests for $1 per sample
and will be available to answer your gardening questions. Admission FREE

Plant Swaps
The 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month from June to September at 6:00 p.m.
Come to these fun and friendly plant swaps on the grounds of Wistariahurst. This is a rain or shine event except in
case of heavy rain. Bring a $2 donation and any type of labeled plant(s), and let the fun begin! Plant swaps are presented
by Wistariahurst Museum Gardeners and Western MA Master Gardeners. Dates are as follows:
Wednesday, June 2 and 16
Wednesday, July 7 and 21
Wednesday, August 4 and 18
Wednesday, September 1 and 15
What should you bring? Plants such as perennials, annuals, vegetables, herbs, cuttings, bulbs, seeds, etc. How does
the plant swap work? Arrive at 6:00 p.m. with labeled plants to swap and a chair. At 6:15 p.m. the swap begins and
finishes when nothing is left to trade. You may bring as many plants as you wish and at the end of the swap, there will
be a raffle. Children are welcome, but must be supervised by an adult. No pets and no smoking please. For further
information, please call Wistariahurst Museum at (413) 322‐5660.

Hands‐on Bonsai with Artist Geoffrey P. Holmes
Saturday, August 21 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Bonsai uses cultivation techniques like pruning, root reduction, potting, defoliation, and grafting to produce
small trees that mimic the shape and style of mature, full‐sized trees. This workshop will be a hands‐on
demonstration of the art of Bonsai instructed by Holmes ‐ the Vice President of the Bonsai Society of Greater
Hartford. Workshop limited to 6 to 12 participants; tools will be provided. Reservations required. Please call (413) 322‐5660.
Fee $15 with your own tree / $30 tree provided

Yoga in the Wistariahurst Gardens with Vega Yoga
Saturday, August 21 at 8:30 a.m.
Spend a summer morning in the historic gardens with an invigorating and refreshing yoga session! Reservations
encouraged. Please call (413) 322‐5660 Fee $12; refreshments included

Youth Program: Plant Your Feet in Gardening!
Saturday, July 10 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
See what’s blooming on the grounds of Wistariahurst! Youth are encouraged to explore the garden
restoration and learn the basic steps in gardening. In this fun and engaging program, youth will find out
about different plant types, planting seeds, compost ing and more. Spend the morning in the gardens
and learn the tools of being a good gardener! Please register by calling 413‐322‐5660. Fee $7

WISTARIAHURST MUSEUM
238 Cabot Street
Holyoke, MA 01040
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Support Wistariahurst Museum
The fulfillment of the museum’s mission will happen through your
gifts of time, talent and financial resources. We hope you will join
Wistariahurst’s growing number of friends in supporting the Museum
through generous contributions. Please consider making a gift in support
of preservation efforts at Wistariahurst, continued historical and cultural
programming and continued operations.

Your Gift is Meaningful. Thank you for your Generosity.
_____$50

_____$250

_____$1000

_____$100

_____$500

_____$1500

_____$ other

Please make checks payable to Historic Holyoke at Wistariahurst Museum.
NAME ___________________________________ PHONE_____________________
ADRESSS _________________________________ ____________________________
__________________________________________ EMAIL _____________________

The Museum is open for guided tours every Saturday, Sunday and Monday from 12‐4 pm. Historic
House Tours are $5 general admission and $3 for students and seniors. The Gallery is open every
Saturday, Sunday and Monday from 12‐4 pm. For more information or a schedule of other upcoming
events, please visit our website at www.wistariahurst.org or call us at 413‐322‐5660.

