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Gallery of  Quilts - Fall Exhibition  
On view October 12 - November 30 
Opening Receiption: Sunday, October 12, Noon to 4:00 p.m. 
Gallery of Quilts is an exhibition celebrating the textile tradition and craft of 
quilting. This exhibition will explore vintage, modern, appliqué and pieced 
works in a unique display of quilts throughout the elegant and historic 
surroundings of Wistariahurst Museum. Quilters from Western 
Massachusetts and beyond will be showcasing both their own beautiful 

handiwork as well as heirloom treasures. Quilts of all ages and styles will be displayed: old, new, handmade or 
otherwise. This will be a showcase of skilled craftsmanship, elegant design and pleasing colors, and will tie 
together Holyoke’s textile history past and present.  

The grand estate and gardens have been a focal point in the Holyoke landscape since 1874. The textile industry 
is central to the history of Wistariahurst and of Holyoke, making Wistariahurst an ideal place to display 
beautifully hand-crafted items such as quilts. Join us for the opening reception on Sunday, October 12 from 
12:00 to 4:00 p.m.   Admission to the gallery is $5  
 

His Life at Wistariahurst 
Tour the Mansion with Last Living Skinner 
Descendant to Call Wistariahurst Home 
Sunday, September 14 at 3:00 p.m. 
Allerton Kilborne, descendant of the Skinner family, will return to Holyoke to offer 
a very special tour of his grandmother’s home and share his memories of living at 
Wistariahurst. When Allerton Kilborne enters the home on Cabot Street, it is like 
entering a time machine. Allerton lived at Wistariahurst with his grandmother, 
Katherine Skinner Kilborne, and a full staff, whom he remembers in detail and with 
great affection. 

Kilborne visits the museum several times a year. According to museum executive 
director, Melissa Boisselle, “Allerton Kilborne has given tours before at 
Wistariahurst, and each time, the tours have been extremely popular. Kilborne 

begins the tour by talking about the well known history of the Skinner family. . . But it is the lesser known, 
intimate stories about the Skinner family that seem to keep audiences spellbound.” So join Allerton Kilborne in 
a journey back in time as Wistariahurst comes alive with his memories. Acquiring its name from the flowering 
vine, the twenty-six room mansion features parquet floors, vaulted ceilings, elaborate woodwork and two 
marble lions that have guarded the entrance since the late nineteenth century. The estate was kept in the 
Skinner family until 1959 when Katharine Skinner Kilborne and her 3 children gave Wistariahurst to the City of 
Holyoke for cultural and educational purposes. Registration is suggested. Admission $10 



September Gallery Exhibition 
Look for the Name:A Series of   
Skinner Advertisements 
Gallery is open Saturdays, Sundays and Mondays 
12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
All things William Skinner & Sons will be celebrated this September in our Gallery to 
correspond with the textile related events scheduled at the museum this fall. 

The contributions Skinner Manufacturing made to the silk and textile industries will 
be examined looking at an array of advertising and promotional pieces created for 
William Skinner & Sons Manufacturing. This gallery exhibit will include print 
advertising, branding and specialty market items. 

Whether it was consumer magazines like Vogue, and Ladies Home Journal, or trade 
journals like Womens Wear Daily and Mens Wear Daily, Skinner targeted their 
marketing to the quality conscious wholesale buyers and consumers. From 
undergarments to wedding gowns, or from jacket linings to ties, Skinner was the name 

in quality silk that was looked for by consumers. Skinner educated his consumer with an emphasis on quality, 
through these ads. 

Label samples, fabric samples, packaging and other promotional materials like booklets, paperweights and letter 
openers will also be on display. Information from the US Patent office will also be on hand to show how Skinner 
patented “Name in the Selvage” technology as well as other patents and trademarks. Period reproduction ads will 
be available for purchase in our gift shop—a fashionable vintage collection piece!  Admission to the gallery is $3 / 
Free admission for members 
 

Cynthia Sayer and Her Swing Trio: “Banjo Jazz” 
Saturday, November 1 at 7:30 p.m. Doors open at 7:00 p.m. 
Wistariahurst Museum is thrilled to welcome back celebrated banjoist Cynthia Sayer 
for a night of live banjo jazz. Sayer is a dynamic performer whose eclectic, swing-
based shows embody the rarely heard range and versatility of the four-string banjo, 
America’s original jazz instrument. Contemporary, edgy, and soulful, Sayer’s vocals 
are divine and her banjo a force of nature – think Django Reinhardt meets Bela Fleck – 
as she swings through a repertoire of hot jazz, tango, virtuoso classics and more. 
Cynthia Sayer is joined by Matt Glaser on jazz/roots violin and Mike Weatherly on 
string bass and vocals. 

Cynthia Sayer, a founding member of Woody Allen's jazz band, tours internationally 
and has accumulated numerous awards and honors throughout her career, including 
induction into the American Banjo Museum Hall of Fame. Her latest CD, "Joyride," is 
receiving rave reviews. Matt Glaser is renowned as one of the leading jazz/roots and 

bluegrass violinists today and also serves as the Artistic Director of the American Roots Music Program at the 
Berklee College of Music in Boston, MA. Mike Weatherly is a Brooklyn-based, second-generation bassist from 
the desert southwest and one of New York City’s most sought-after bass players, known for his instrumental 
expertise as well as his vocal skills.  

Cynthia, who has performed sold-out concerts at Wistariahurst over the past 5 years, is happy to return to 
Holyoke with Matt and Mike. This setting will be an intimate venue for this renowned banjo player to delight 
audiences. Don’t miss this rare opportunity to see this trio perform. This is sure to be a sold out show! 
Reservations are a must! Tickets are $20 general / $15 members and can be purchased in advance online.  

This event is sponsored by New England Public Radio and the NEPR News Network.  
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NEXT STOP Holyoke 
Friday, October 10 through Sunday, October 12 
NEXT STOP Holyoke will bring together community and arts groups for a 3-day 
weekend of various programming happening throughout the city. Events will feature 
visual arts displays and performances, food, music, recreational activities, and history 
programs - all of which will highlight the many unique attributes of the City of 
Holyoke and the Pioneer Valley. For more information visits: https://
www.facebook.com/nextstopholyoke 

Throughout the weekend Wistariahurst will be open Saturday and Sunday from 12:00 
p.m.-.4:00 p.m. with special events listed below: 

Saturday, October 11 - Flora & Fun with Massachusetts Academy of Ballet: This fanciful performance will take 
place in the Wistariahurst gardens, and will offer the audience the opportunity to experience the playfulness of 
the flowers and plantings in a formal garden setting. Stop by for a fairy inspired ballet performance and fairy 
inspired crafts. The gardens will come to life in this very unique and enchanting site specific ballet performance 
outdoors and around the gardens. You are also invited to take part in the magic by creating your very own fairy 
crown or magic wand. Performances at 1:30 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. with fairy craft activities taking place at 2:00 p.m. 
and 3:30 p.m. Event is Rain or Shine (indoor accommodations provided) Performances are FREE, $3 for crafts  

Sunday, October 12 from 12 noon to 4:00 p.m. - Opening Reception for The Gallery of Quilts: Quilters from 
Western Massachusetts and beyond will be showcasing both their own beautiful handiwork as well as heirloom 
treasures. Quilts of all ages and styles will be displayed: old, new, handmade or otherwise. This will be a 
showcase of skilled craftsmanship, elegant design and pleasing colors, and will tie together Holyoke’s textile 
history past and present.  

Get a FREE Guided Tour of  
Wistariahurst Museum 
Saturday September 27. Get Your Ticket 
Online & Call Ahead to Schedule Your Tour 

Wistariahurst Museum is pleased to be a partner in Smithsonian magazine’s Museum Day to offer free general 
admission for guided tours. Attendees must present a Museum Day Admission Card to gain free entry which 
can be accessed online at www.smithsonian.com/museumday. Each card provides museum access for two 
people, and one admission card is permitted per household. Participants interested in touring Wistariahurst are 
encouraged to schedule a tour time in advance as group tour sizes are limited. A tour schedule can be found on 
the Museum’s website: www.wistariahurst.org. 

 A celebration of culture, learning and the dissemination of knowledge, Smithsonian’s Museum Day reflects the 
spirit of the magazine, and emulates the free-admission policy of the Smithsonian Institution’s Washington, DC-
based properties.  Doors will be open free of charge to Smithsonian magazine readers and Smithsonian.com 
visitors at museums and cultural institutions nationwide, including Holyoke’s Wistariahurst Museum. This is an 
open invitation for community members to experience and enjoy a multitude of cultural offerings. Listings and 
links to ALL participating museum can be found at www.smithsonian.com/museumday. 
 

Valley Gives December 10, 2014 
Wistariahurst Museum is participating in the third annual Valley Gives day, scheduled for 
December 10, 2014. Hosted by the Community Foundation of Western Massachusetts, Valley 
Gives is an innovative online fundraising event that encourages individuals to donate as 
much money as possible in support of their favorite charities in just twenty-four hours. 
Beginning at midnight EST on December 10 and continuing until 11:59 p.m. EST, you can go 
online to www.valleygivesday.razoo.org, connect with Wistariahurst and make tax-
deductible donations to support the museum’s work to preserve history, and support the 
arts. All online donations for Wistariahurst made on www.valleygives.razoo.com during Valley Gives day will 
go directly to support Wistariahurst’s preservation, events, and gardens. Please join us and watch for 
opportunities for matching gifts of support. 



WISTARIAHURST MUSEUM 
Upcoming Fall Events 2014 

Register online for these events at wistariahurst.org 
September Gallery Exhibition – Look for the Name: A Series of Skinner Advertisements 
For over 150 years, the Skinner name was synonymous with silk of the finest quality. William Skinner & Sons produced threads, silks, 
satins, dress goods and sewing notions used to create products ranging from lingerie to bridal gowns. It was a brand associated with 
excellence, quality and reputation. A variety of advertisements from the 1880s to the 1950s for silk, satin, rayon and taffeta products 
will be on view in the gallery demonstrating the William Skinner & Sons marketing style and confidence in a superior product. 
Admission to Gallery $3 / Free for members 
Sunday, September 14 at 3:00 p.m. – Tour the Wistariahurst Mansion with a Skinner Descendant 
Allerton Kilborne will return to Holyoke to offer a very special tour of his grandmother’s home and share his memories of living at 
Wistariahurst. When Allerton enters the home on Cabot Street, it is like entering a time machine. Allerton lived at Wistariahurst with 
his grandmother, Katherine Skinner Kilborne, and a full staff, whom he remembers in detail and with great affection. Join Allerton in 
a journey back in time as Wistariahurst comes alive with his memories.  Admission $10 
Monday, September 15 at 6:00 p.m. – Historical Lecture Series: Threads that Bind – Textiles in the Connecticut River Valley 
A Trip Through Time and Space at WEBs 
Now celebrating its 40th anniversary, WEBs began as a home-based venture developed by Barbara Elkins and a friend. The project 
could have failed, but instead, WEBs has become the largest independent yarn retailer in the country. Through visuals and a 
presentation by both Barbara and Art Elkins, the history of the company will be illustrated. $7 general / $5 members 
Saturday, September 20 at 9:30 a.m. – Terrariums Workshop  
Don’t let the thought of impending winter get you down. Learn how to make lovely miniature indoor gardens under glass.  If you 
create these gardens in the early autumn, the plants will have matured in time for holiday gift giving and you can share a bit of 
greenery with friends and family. Attendees will each make a terrarium. Presented by Master Gardener Shari Petrucci. Reservations 
necessary by September 17. Workshop is $50 per person; all supplies included. Proceeds to benefit the garden restoration at Wistariahurst. 
Garden workshops are presented by Wistariahurst Museum Gardeners and the Western Massachusetts Master Gardeners Association.  
Monday, September 22 at 6:00 p.m. – Historical Lecture Series: Threads that Bind – Textiles in the Connecticut River Valley 
Fashion and Frugality: English Patterned Silks and Connecticut River Valley Women’s Fashion in the 18th Century  
Ned Lazaro of Historic Deerfield, will explore the ownership and survival of three elaborate 18th-century brocaded silk gowns worn in 
the Connecticut River Valley. A significant investment, these garments continued to be worn and altered as fashions changed, 
enriching their stories even further for 21st Century fashion scholars and enthusiasts.  $7 general / $5 members 
Saturday, September 27 from 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. – Smithsonian Magazine Museum Day Live! 
Wistariahurst will grant free admission for one person plus a guest for an historic house tour with a Museum Day Free Admission 
Card. Visit our website for tour schedule. Participates are encouraged to schedule tours in advance as group sizes are limited. For more 
information and to obtain free admission card go to www.smithsonianmag.com/museumday 
Sunday, September 28 at 3:00 p.m. – An Afternoon Concert with Bella Voce 
Join Bella Voce as they present selections from Opera, Broadway and the American Songbook taking you on a journey from La Scala to 
42nd Street to Tin Pan Alley! Works by Mozart, Humperdinck, Bizet, Jerry Noble, Krieger, Bernstein, Porter, Gershwin and more! 
Bella Voce features Lisa Woods, mezzo-Soprano and Teri LaFleur, Soprano with Jerry Noble as piano accompanist. Tickets are $12 
general / $10 for members and seniors 
Monday, September 29 at 6:00 p.m. – Historical Lecture Series: Threads that Bind – Textiles in the Connecticut River Valley 
The Cheney Brothers: Silk Manufacturing in Manchester, Connecticut 
Dennis Gleeson will tell the story of the Cheney Brothers, founders of world renowned silk mills in 1838, famous for premium quality 
silk thread and fabrics and the inventors of innovative silk processing techniques. The Cheney Brothers were also known for their 
generosity—building over the course of 50 years: housing, schools, civic buildings, churches and parks. Learn about the growth of the 
company to 1923 when it had almost 5,000 employees to its decline due to wars, tariffs and depression. $7 general / $5 members 
October-November Exhibition – Gallery of Quilts 
Wistariahurst will display a collection of modern, heirloom, vintage and new quilts. Admission $5 
Saturday, October 4 at 11:00 a.m. – Herbs & Spices for Good Health Lecture  
Do you want to know how to cook delicious dishes using spices and herbs from your garden? Sample herbs and spices, learn about 
their health benefits and discover recipes that describe how to include these wonderful herbs and spices in your own cooking. 
Presented by Master Gardener Chris Brown. Suggested donation $5 to benefit the garden restoration at Wistariahurst. Garden workshops are 
presented by Wistariahurst Museum Gardeners and the Western Massachusetts Master Gardeners Association. 
Monday, October 6 at 6:00 p.m. – Historical Lecture Series: Threads that Bind – Textiles in the Connecticut River Valley 
From Stuttgart to Springfield – A Visit with a 1911 German Immigrant 
History comes alive as Elizabeth Wood portrays Gertrude Failing Groff, a German immigrant who arrives alone at Ellis Island and 
settles in Springfield, Massachusetts. Explore the experiences of early 20th Century immigrants as Gertrude begins her quest to start a 
new life in this country. $7 general / $5 members 
Columbus Day Weekend – Next Stop Holyoke 
Explore Holyoke’s exciting and abundant cultural, recreational, and educational venues over Columbus Day Weekend!  
Wistariahurst is excited to take part in Next Stop Holyoke Events. For more information visit www.PassportHolyoke.org or  
www.facebook.com/nextstopholyoke 
Saturday, October 11 at 1:30 and 3:00 p.m. – Flora and Fun in the Wistariahurst Gardens: Performance by the Massachusetts Academy 
of Ballet 
Stop by for a fairy inspired ballet performance and fairy inspired crafts. The gardens will come to life in this very unique and 
enchanting site specific ballet performance outdoors and around the gardens. You are also invited to take part in the magic by 
creating your very own fairy crown or magic wand. Performances at 1:30 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. with fairy craft activities taking place at 
2:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. Event is Rain or Shine (indoor accommodations provided) This event is part of Next Stop Holyoke. 
Performances are FREE, $3 for crafts  



Sunday, October 12 from 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. – Gallery of Quilts Opening Reception 
Admission $5 
Saturday, October 18 at 3:00 and 6:00 p.m. – Historic Holyoke Cemetery Tour 
Join City Historian Penni Martorell for an insightful afternoon or evening walking tour through historic Forestdale Cemetery. The 
history of many of Holyoke’s founding families will be revealed. Reservations necessary. Admission $10 general / $7 members. Rain date 
is scheduled for Sunday, October 19 at 4p.m. 
Sunday, October 19 at 2:00 p.m. – The Fair Magelone, a Romantic Love Story in Words and Music 
Listen to Johannes Brahms most rapturous music in an unusual complete performance of the Magelone Lieder. The concert features 
four prominent local artists: tenor, Peter W. Shea; soprano, Louise Fauteux; pianist, Monica Jakuc Leverett and narrator, Vivienne 
Carey. This event is sponsored by New England Public Radio and the NEPR News Network. Admission $15 general / $12 members 
Monday, October 20 at 6:00 p.m. – Historical Lecture Series: Threads that Bind – Textiles in the Connecticut River Valley 
Weaving Stories 
Betsy McKee will illustrate, with tools and other objects, what our ancestors did to create their everyday textiles. Using examples of 
textile tools, she will illustrate the complexity and scarcity of textile objects during our country’s youth.  $7 general / $5 members  
Monday, October 27 at 6:00 p.m. – Historical Lecture Series: Threads that Bind – Textiles in the Connecticut River Valley 
The Skinner Silk Mills and the Japanese Silk Industry  
Resident scholar, Matt Coletti, will share his research about the nature of the Japanese silk industry as embodied by artifacts from 
Wistariahurst Museum collections. Matt will introduce integral people, places and factories using photographs, business ledgers, 
transaction documents, and factory samples. Coletti's research will enhance your understanding of the international silk trade, and 
the relationships established and developed by the Skinners. $7 general / $5 members 
Friday, October 31 at 7:00 p.m. and at 8:30 p.m. – Candlelight Tour 
Tour ghostly Wistariahurst by candlelight! Creep down shadowed hallways and darkened rooms of the Skinner Mansion on a rare 
guided tour at night! Reservations necessary. Admission $15 general / $10 members  
Saturday, November 1 at 7:30 p.m. – Cynthia Sayer & Her Hot Swing Trio: “Banjo Jazz”  
Contemporary, edgy, and soulful, and a founding member of Woody Allen's jazz band, Cynthia Sayer breaks all the banjo player 
stereotypes as she single-handedly brings the 4-string banjo to the forefront of jazz. Sayer's vocals are divine and her banjo a force of 
nature - think Django Reinhardt meets Bela Fleck - as she swings through a repertoire of hot jazz, tango, virtuoso classics and more. 
Cynthia Sayer is joined by Matt Glaser on jazz/roots violin and Mike Weatherly on string bass and vocals. This is sure to be a sold out 
show! Reservations a must! Doors open at 7:00 p.m. Cash Bar and Merchandise will be available. This event is sponsored by New 
England Public Radio and the NEPR News Network. Tickets $20 general / $15 members 
Monday, November 3 at 6:00 p.m. – Historical Lecture Series: Threads that Bind – Textiles in the Connecticut River Valley 
Twilly, Willy, Jenny and Jack and the Northeast’s Earliest Water Powered Textile Machines 
Dennis Piccard’s discussion is geared to the layman who is interested in learning more about the machines most of our ancestors 
operated when they immigrated to this area. It will also be interesting to those who come across these machines in manuscripts and 
historical novels and would like to better understand them.  $7 general / $5 members 
Saturday, November 8 at 10:00 a.m. – Traditional Felting Techniques 101: Water + Wool = Artful Fabric! 
Are you feeling creative? Want to learn something new about textiles? Local fiber artisan, Sue McFarland will conduct a felt making 
workshop. Participants will learn basic traditional felt making techniques to make a piece of colorful flat felt, beads and rope--all out 
of wool fibers using water and soap. Materials provided. Appropriate for ages 12 though adult. Reservations necessary as space is 
limited. Fee $20 per participant 
Sunday, November 9 at 3:00 p.m. – String and Wind Quartet Performance by the Holyoke Civic Symphony 
Spend the afternoon with string and wind instrument players from the Holyoke Civic Symphony in an intimate setting at 
Wistariahurst. A variety of classical favorites will be performed for your listening pleasure. Musicians from the orchestra include: 
Fred Henle, violin; Helen Chesworth, violin; Diana Cole, viola; Audrey Barker Plotkin, cello; Jennifer Peters, cello; Jennifer Quynn-
Dale, flute; Louise Antony, flute. This event is sponsored by New England Public Radio and the NEPR News Network.  
FREE, donations accepted. 
Monday, November 10 at 6:00 p.m. – Historical Lecture Series: Threads that Bind – Textiles in the Connecticut River Valley 
Quilt History-Why Does it Matter? 
Jane Crutchfield, Western Massachusetts Coordinator of the Mass Quilt Documentation Project (which has documented over 7,000 
pre-1950 quilts) encourages the study and preservation of quilts and demonstrates that these textiles convey important insights about 
the lives of Massachusetts women from the colonial period to the present. Crutchfield will bring along a few antique quilts that 
presented mysteries and encourages attendees to bring their own mystery quilts to share. Crutchfield will also give guidance on how 
to be a detective in one’s own quilt research. $7 general / $5 members 
Monday, November 17 at 6:00 p.m. – Genealogy Lecture: Pulling the People out of the Paperwork 
Dave Robison of Old Bones Genealogy of New England will present the basics of genealogy and family research, giving guidance on 
starting your research; sources and websites; interview techniques and organizational tips. $7 general / $5 members 
Friday through Sunday, December 12, 13 & 14– Nutcracker & Sweets 
There will be children dancing, magic dolls, mice, soldiers, snowflakes and so much more with this twist on the Nutcracker holiday 
classic! Through narration and dance, the magical story will be performed as it may have been in Holyoke in the 1890's. This event is 
sponsored by New England Public Radio and the NEPR News Network. Reservations necessary. Show times are Fri. at 4:00 p.m. and 
6:30 p.m.; Sat. at 11:30 a.m., 2:00 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.; Sun. at 2:00 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.  Tickets go on sale October 14 and can be 
purchased online at www.wistariahurst.org. Tickets $12.50 adults / Children 8 yrs and under $3.50 seated on dance floor. Tickets are non-
refundable 



Historical Lectures Focus on Fabrics 
Monday evenings at 6:00 p.m.  
This fall, our historical lecture series will be titled Threads That Bind – Textiles in the Pioneer 

Valley and will explore the textile and fabric industry; textile and fiber art creation; fabric use and 
fashion design that took place locally in valley communities. Speakers’ topics will touch on 

silk manufacturing, 18th century fashion, water-powered textile machines, quilts, weaving 
basics and the history behind a beloved yarn store. Local historians, entrepreneurs, and 

enthusiasts will share their passions, their research and their stories about the rich history of textiles in the 
Pioneer Valley. 

Water + Wool = Artful Fabric! 
Saturday, November 8 at 10:30 a.m. 
Local felt maker Sue K. McFarland will introduce basic felt making skills in this workshop appropriate for ages 
12 though adult. Participants will learn to make flat felt, beads and ropes all out of wool fibers using water and 
soap.  The workshop will include a short history of felt making and a display of objects illustrating the different 
felt making techniques. Materials and equipment will be provided. Reservations necessary as space is limited. A 
hand weaver since 1982, Sue McFarland has expanded her fiber repertoire to include both two-dimensional and 
three-dimensional felt work. In 2004, she apprenticed with felt maker Christine White, author of Uniquely Felt 
(Storey Publishing, 2007).  Sue conducts workshops incorporating the fiber arts for K-12 students, adults and 
educators. She has been published in the Interweave Press journal "Hand-woven" for her chenille tapestry 
scarves and her design for felted and needle woven Temari (Japanese thread balls) ornaments.  Her goal is to 
create aesthetically intriguing objects that are also functional. Fee $20 per participant. 

Wistariahurst Receives Greater Holyoke YMCA Collection 
The Greater Holyoke YMCA has a long history of serving the community. The Holyoke Y 
was established in 1886 and is where William Morgan invented the sport of Volleyball in 
1895. The Greater Holyoke YMCA, realizing the historical value of material items relating 
to its establishment and history, has donated this collection to Wistariahurst Museum for 
preservation housing and greater public access. First located at the corner of Appleton and 
High Streets in downtown Holyoke, the Y's original site included a gym and rooms for 
rent. In 1943 that building was lost to a fire and a new building was built in 1950 at the 
corner of Appleton and Beech streets where it serves the community today. 

Among the historical materials donated are photographs, slides, newspaper clippings 
(1940-1980), awards, trophy cups from 1924, and a few administrative files relating to the 
building campaign and YMCA Camp Brooks memorabilia. Some highlights of the 
collection include YMCA publications entitled The Sentinel: Paper City Men, and 20th 
Century Men. Dating back to 1892, these locally written publications advise young men on 
clean living, exercise regimes, and moral guidance, following the national YMCA's 

emphasis on developing healthy bodies, minds and spirits. The documents and materials will be cataloged and 
arranged under the guidance of the museum Curator. Watch for an announcement of the collection opening in 
the future! 

September 15 A Trip Through Time and Space 
with WEBs – Barbara Elkins 

September 22 Fashion and Fugality: English Patterned 
Silks and CT River Valley Women’s 
Fashion in the 18th Century – Ned Lazaro 

September 29 The Cheney Brothers: Silk Manufacturing 
in Manchester, CT– Dennis Gleeson 

October 6 From Stuttgart to Springfield:  
A visit with a 1911 German Immigrant 
 – Elizabeth Wood 

October 20 Weaving Stories – Betsy McKee 
October 27 The Skinner Silk Mills and the Japanese 

Silk Industry – Matt Coletti 
November 3 Twillie, Willie, Jennie & Jack:  

New England’s Earliest Water Powered 
Textile Machines – Dennis Picard 

November 10 Quilt History, Why Does It Matter?  
 – Jane Crutchfield 

Lectures are normally held in the Carriage House and begin promptly at 6 p.m. Admission is $7 general / $5 members. 



Cemetery Tours of  Forestdale Cemetery 
Saturday October 18 at 3:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
Join City Historian Penni Martorell for an insightful afternoon or evening walking tour 
through historic Forestdale Cemetery. Established in 1862, this Olmstead inspired 
landscape is the final resting place for many prominent families of Holyoke. The tour 
will include a discussion of Holyoke’s history, the stone designs, the park-like design, 
as well as the effect of disease and armed-conflict on the community. Come during the 
day for a full view of the landscape, or join us in the evening for the spooky, flashlight 
lit stroll. Rain back-up scheduled for Sunday, October 19 at 4:00 p.m.  
Admission is $10 / $7 members, pre-registration is required. 

Candlelight Tours 
Friday, October 31 at 7:00 p.m. and 8:30 p.m.  
Tour ghostly Wistariahurst by candlelight on Halloween night! Creep down shadowed hallways and darkened 
rooms of the Skinner Mansion on a rare guided tour at night! This theatrical presentation will introduce you to 
some of the darker stories about Wistariahurst, the people who occupied the home and the events that took place 
here. Space is limited. Admission is $15 general / $10 members, reservations necessary. 

Genealogy Lecture: The ABC’s of  Genealogy and Family History 
Pulling the People Out of  the Paperwork 
Monday, November 17 at 6:00 p.m. 
Dave Robison of Old Bones Genealogy will present the basics of genealogy and family research. Robison will 
offer guidance on how to start your research, provide useful sources and websites to aid in the process, and 
provide helpful tips such as how to interview relatives, how to organize data and give an overview of how to use 
family tree software. Attendees will receive templates for family groups sheets and pedigree charts, and sample 
census records as well as a revieew of the contents of census records from 1790-1940. Robison is the Vice 
President of the New England Chapter of the Association of Professional Genealogists of Western Mass 
Genealogical Society. Admission is $7 general / $5 members   

Holiday Season of  Nutcracker & Sweets 
Friday, December 12 through Sunday December, 14 
The best thing about the holidays is Massachusetts Academy of Ballet’s 
Nutcracker & Sweets at Wistariahurst Museum! Created for children of 
all ages, Nutcracker & Sweets is a unique and intimate experience 
presented through narration and dance, in the historic setting of 
Wistariahurst. Student dancers will perform the magical story with lively 
choreography and Tchaikovsky’s wonderful score as it may have been in 
Holyoke in the 1890's when the Skinner Family lived at Wistariahurst. 
Sparkling dancers and sugarplum fairies will alight, mice will scamper, 
snowflakes will gracefully scatter, colorful nutcracker soldiers will march, 
bonbons will delight, and there’s so much more to the story!  

Massachusetts Academy of Ballet Educational Training Association is a 
school for students interested in pursuing classical ballet. Classes are based on the Russian syllabus, a training 
method that has created some of the best ballet dancers in the world. Rose and Charles Flachs, the directors of the 
Academy, have danced professionally and are currently Professors of Dance at Mount Holyoke College and guest 
teachers with the Pennsylvania Academy of Ballet. 

We hope you’ll join us for this holiday classic with a twist! Dates for Nutcracker & Sweets are Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday, December 12, 13, & 14. Advance reservations necessary as seating is limited. Show times are Friday 
at 4:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m., Saturday at 11:30 a.m., 2:00 p.m. and 4:30 p.m., and Sunday 
at 2:00 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. Tickets go on sale online October 14 and are $12.50 general / 
children 8 and under $3.50   

This event is sponsored by New England Public Radio and the NEPR News Network.  
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Wistariahurst Museum  
Staff 

Director 
Melissa Boisselle 

Curator & City Historian 
Penni Martorell 

Hospitality & Functions  
Sara English 

Museum Assistants 
Siobhan McArdle 

Liz Laskey 

Weekend Supervisor 
Julie Bullock 

Maintenance Associate 
Thomas Wilhelmi 

The Museum is open for guided tours every Saturday, Sunday and Monday from 12 – 4 p.m.. Historic House Tours are 
$7 general admission and $5 for students and seniors. The Gallery is open every Saturday, Sunday and Monday from  
12 – 4 p.m. During these hours, the Carriage House & Gift Shop is also open. Regular Hours for Archive Research 
(Mar—Nov.) are Monday from 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. & Thursday 9 a.m. – 1 p.m., or by appointment. For more information or a 
schedule of other upcoming events, please visit our website at www.wistariahurst.org or call 413-322-5660. 

Successful Summer Internship at Wistariahurst 
This Summer, Historic Holyoke at Wistariahurst offered a paid summer internship for a 
high school youth to work and learn in the research archives. 

“Working at Wistariahurst was a fun an challenging experience. Not only was I  
able to learn about life at the turn of the century, I also got to work first hand with 
the artifacts. I would recommend this opportunity for any students interested in  
history, art and culture.”         Savannah Breen, 2014 Summer Intern 
The museum would like to continue to offer this opportunity for young people to get 
hands on experience working in the museum environment to further their 
understanding of history and the importance of preserving material culture. 

YES, I am inspired to give a gift to engage youth at Wistariahurst Museum. 

 Enclosed is my donation for $__________ in support of this program 
(checks should be made out to Wistariahurst Museum, 238 Cabot Street, Holyoke, MA 01040) 

NAME ___________________________________ PHONE ____________________ 

ADDRESS ________________________________ ____________________________ 

__________________________________________ EMAIL _____________________ 
No gift is too small or too large. Be inspired to give meaningful support 
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