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ABSTRACT  
This collection contains a variety of materials relating to the life of 
vaudeville comedian Eva Tanguay (1878-1947) such as photographs, 
telegrams, newspaper articles, sheet music, and souvenir books.  

 Tanguay gained notoriety as the “I Don’t Care” girl who performed a variety of hit tunes on 
the vaudeville stage in the early 1900s. She was known for her wild costumes and comical antics 
during her performances. Contained in the collection are a variety of promotional photographs 
documenting Tanguays career in Vaudeville beginning in her childhood.  

Though Tanguay never looked back longingly to Holyoke, many of her family remained in 
Holyoke and Chicopee, and followed her career. The local newspaper, The Holyoke Transcript & 
Telegram followed her rise to stardom and reported on her successes and challenges regularly, and 
often called her “Holyoke’s Own.” The significance that young Tanguay was able to launch her 
vaudeville career from Holyoke’s Opera House, goes to show the popularity of the time of the theater 
and burgeoning vaudevillian acts. Holyoke went on to have many theaters operating in the early 
1900s keeping the community entertained. Additionally, the quality of the performances by troupes 
travelling to and performing in Holyoke at the time was comparable to that of New York City and 
Boston.  

Tanguay’s story parallels many women performers of that era -- rising to the heights of success 
by relying on her own perseverance, skills, and wise choices; followed by strained or abusive 
marriages, children and divorce; often ending with great losses of money, friends and influence and 
the finality of a tragic ending. Tanguay was skilled at using the media and press for her promotion, 
but it was the same press that painted her as a sorrowful, used up star in her later years. 

According to the Donor of this collection, Rita LeBlanc of Chicopee, MA, the provenance of 
this collection is that these items were collected and put together by her great grandmother, 
“Mémère” Tanguay Girard (or possibly spelled Girourd).  “Mémère”  Tanguay Girard was a cousin 
to Eva Tanguay. Eva Tanguay’s Mother Adelle (born 1842  died 4/3/1899) and “Mémère” Tanguay 
Girard’s mother or father was a sibling to Eva’s Mother.  “Mémère” Tanguay Girard had 3 Children - 
Mary Girard Fornier, Adelia and Corrinne. Mary Girard Fornier had a son W. C. Fournier who’s 
daughter is Rita LeBlanc the donor..  

Terms of Access and Use:  The collection is open for research.  
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
Eva Tanguay was born in 1878 in Marbleton, Canada. Her family moved 
to Holyoke during her childhood where she first began her acting and 
singing career. She attended summer camps in Jamestown, NY and held 
the prominent role of “Little Lord Fauntleroy” at the Holyoke Opera 
House on February 12, 1892. Tanguay continued to act in various 
productions and became a break-out star during vaudeville’s heyday in 
the early 1900s. She also sang the hit tunes “Salome’s Dance,” “Mother,” 
and “I Don’t Care.” Tanguay was paid $3,000 a week for her 
performances making her salary one of the highest received in the 

profession at that time. Before the stock market crash in 1929, she was worth 2.5 million dollars.  
Renowned for her tempestuous romantic life, flamboyance, and barely-there outfits, Tanguay had 
become a millionaire by the time she married her first husband, John F. Ford, at the age of thirty-
three. After informing newspapers that “he liked to use the needle,” and that he only wanted her 
money, she promptly divorced him. Tanguay was married several times, all of them ending in 
divorce or annulment.  

Despite the decline in vaudeville’s popularity due to the rise of film, Tanguay still managed to 
fill theatres in the 1930s. Her final tour brought her back to Holyoke in 1931 to Mt. Park Cassino 
where she delivered some of her final performances. The star was going blind due to progressive 
cataracts and was also suffering from multiple health issues; those of which caused her a complete 
health breakdown the following year.  

By 1933, Tanguay began to recover, but was unable to perform as she used to. Blind, broke 
from the stock market crash, and alone, she became the butt of jokes circulating amidst the rabid 
press and gossip columns from the 1930s-1940s. Eva Tanguay died in 1947 with only $500 dollars to 
her name.  
 
SCOPE AND CONTENTS OF THE COLLECTION 
This collection of four series contains photographs of Eva Tanguay, and her family, spanning her 
childhood, early career, time as a star as well as some photographs from her personal life. The 
collection also includes a scrapbook of newspaper clippings, a color-illustrated article written by 
Tanguay from December 1946 through January 1947, souvenir books, and sheet music of her hit 
songs.  Such a variety of materials depict Tanguay’s public life and image as well as her private one. 
In the various records, the lines between public and private often blur revealing secrets about 
Tanguay’s private life in the headlines of newspapers, while she seeks to maintain her public persona 
as vaudeville’s “it girl” even after its heyday.  

The first series of biographical materials contains personal photographs and family 
photographs, some written materials detailing her background and a scrapbook that was created by 
Tanguay’s cousin that follows her rise to stardom and personal tragedies. The second series, contains 
the bulk of the material – promotional and performance photographs in various sizes and 
presentations. The third series contains sheet music that she either performed or endorsed. The fourth 
and final series contains print materials depicting how Tanguay’s personal life often became a part of 
the public discourse in the print media of the early 20th century.  
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Of note, the scrapbook created by Tanguays cousin detail much of Tanguays career and 
personal details as they played out in the print media. Events such as her divorces and blindness due 
to cataracts frequently appeared in newspaper articles. A variety of print and private 
correspondences, convey two distinct images of Tanguay; one of the vivacious vaudeville star 
without a worry on her mind, and the other of the woman concerned with the well-being of her 
family and friends.  

The Collection has been arranged in the following four series: 
SERIES 1. BIOGRAPHICAL MATERIALS & FAMILY/PERSONAL PHOTOGRAPHS 
SERIES 2. PHOTOGRAPHS – PERFORMANCE AND PROMOTIONAL 
SERIES 3. SHEET MUSIC 
SERIES 4. TANGUAY IN THE MEDIA AND PRINT CULTURE (EARLY 1900S- 1955) 
 

INFORMATION ON USE 
Terms of Access and Use 

The collection is open for research. 
Preferred Citation 

Cite as: Holyoke Collection:Eva Tanguay  2015.001, Boxes 223 & 224 Wistariahurst Museum, 
Holyoke, Mass.  

History of the Collection 
Donated by Rita LeBlanc, granddaughter of Eva Tanguay’s Cousin, April, 2015. 

Processing Information 
Processed by Michelle Sigiel, Simmons College 438 Internship, Spring 2015. 
Reprocessed by Penni Martorell, Museum Curator June 2015 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Languages: 

English 
Separated Materials 

Illustrated article has been placed in Map Case #1 Drawer 5. In some cases, non-archival 
bindings, folders, and paper clips have been duly removed from the collection. 
 

RELATED MATERIALS 
Related materials may also be found in the following collections housed within the Five-College area: 

Westerfield, J.R. An investigation of the life styles and performance of three singer-comediennes of 
American vaudeville: Eva Tanguay, Nora Bayes and Sophie Tucker DissertationBall State University, 
1987, print. 
Hitchcock, H W, and Stanley Sadie. The New Grove Dictionary of American Music. New York, 
N.Y: Grove's Dictionaries of Music, 1986. Print.  (Tanguay, Eva; b. Aug. 1, 1878, Marbleton, 
Que., d. Jan. 11, 1947, Hollywood, Calif.) 
 
Kinkle, Roger D. The Complete Encyclopedia of Popular Music and Jazz, 1900-1950. New Rochelle, 
N.Y: Arlington House, 1974. Print. v. 3 (Tanguay, Eva; b. Aug. 1878, Canada, d. Jan. 11, 1948, 
Hollywood, Calif.) 
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SERIES DESCRIPTIONS 
SERIES 1. Biographical Materials and Family/Personal Photographs (4 FOLDERS) 
This series contains four folders with personal and family photographs of Tanguay in plain clothes 
and her family. Photgraphs are mainly from the late 1880s- 1900. Folder also holds a biographical 
note and essay on Tanguay, and a few personal correspondences to friends and relatives. This series 
also contains the scrapbook materials Tanguay’s cousin created from newspaper clippings, mss notes, 
and photographs spanning the years 1910-1950. 
SERIES 2. Photographs – Performance and Promotional) (6 FOLDERS, 3 FOLDERS OF OVERSIZE MATERIALS) 
This series contains five folders of photographs from Eva Tanguay’s personal life including a balloon 
ride in St. Louis, and Eva Tanguay dressed in plain clothes (non-costumed). This series contains six 
folders of photographs and 3 oversized folders of photographs of the vaudeville star during the 
height of her career in a range of sizes from 6x4in-10x8in. Some photographs are portraits; headshots 
and full-length. Included are photographs of her last performances at Mt. Park Casino in Holyoke in 
1931. Throughout this series, the star is often in costume posing for the camera in a studio. 
SERIES 3. The Vaudeville Star (1905- 1931) (2 BOXES OF 11 FOLDERS; .5 LINEAR FT.) 
This series includes one folder of over-sized sheet music composed and performed at the height of 
Tanguay’s career. Much of the sheet music was previously laminated by donor. 
SERIES 4. Eva Tanguay in the Media & Print Culture (early 1900s- 1955) (2 FOLDERS & OVERSIZED MATERIALS.) 
Contains a souvenir book of her home in New York from the early 1900s.  It includes one large, 
illustrated article written by Tanguay in 1947 for The American Weekly which recalls memorable, 
behind-the-scenes moments from her career and personal life.  
CONTENTS LIST 

 Date Box Folder 
Series 1. Biographical Materials  4 folders.  1890 - 1900 
Family and childhood photos (7 items)  1 1 

Includes Whiting Photo with Tanguay relative 
Biographical Material – Seldis Essay and exhibit card  1 2 
Personal Photographs (3 items) undated 1 3 
Correspondence/Telegrams (4 items) 1931-1945 1 4 
Scrapbook of the life of Eva Tanguay compiled by her cousin 

Performances, cosmetic surgery,  divorces, and obituary (bound)  1 binder 

 Date Box Folder 
Series 2. Photographs – Performance & Promotional  3 folders. 1887 - 1940 
Early Career (pre-teen) photos (11 items)  1 5 
Early Career (pre-teen) photos from album   1 6 
Photograph of Eva Tanguay’s final performances at Mt. Park Casino (9 items):  1 7 
Full-length portrait photographs of Eva Tanguay (10 items)  1 8 
Headshots of Eva Tanguay (17 items)  1 9 
Full-length portrait photographs of Eva Tanguay  (14 items)  1 10 
Oversized photographs of St. Louis Balloon Ride (10 items)  2 1 
Oversized photographs of Eva Tanguay’s residence for a souvenir book (8 items)  2 2 
Oversized photographs Full-Length Portraits (  2 3 
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 Date Box Folder 
Series 3. Sheet Music  1 box; .5 linear ft. 1905 - 1931 
Sheet music including Eva Tanguay’s famous 

“I Don’t Care,” ”Salome’s Dance,” and “Mother.” (5 items) c. 1900 2 4 

 Date Box Folder 
Series 4. Tanguay in Media & Print Culture 1 box; 1.5 linear ft. 1900 - 1950 
Cyclonic Performance at Wistariahurst Museum 4/2015  1 11 
Eva Tanguay Sourvenir Album (8 sheets)  1 12 
A color-illustrated article written by Eva Tanguay for The American Weekly  

(12/1946 – 1/1947) about comical life adventures such as a wild balloon ride  
over St. Louis & a fight with an unruly stagehand in Louisville (6 pages) 1946/47 MC1:D5 4 

SEARCH TERMS 
The following terms represent persons, organizations, and topics documented in this collection. Use these 
headings to search for additional materials on in other repositories, library catalogs, or databases. 
 

Subjects 
Holyoke (Mass.)  
Tanguay, Eva, -- 1878-1947.  
Women entertainers -- United States -- Biography.  
Vaudeville -- United States -- History -- 20th century. 


